
• DALLAS

On Jan. 17, District 33 Rep. Marc Veasey (D-Texas), a member of the House Armed Services 
Committee (HASC), visited Army & Air Force Exchange (AAFES) headquarters here as part of his 

“Marc Means Business” initiative. District 33, a relatively new Texas district created as a result of the 
2010 Census, includes numerous counties in the Dallas/Fort Worth area that many of the Exchange’s 
employees call home. 

The congressman, whose district covers parts of Irving, Grand Prairie, Arlington, Dallas County 
and Fort Worth, visited AAFES’s  headquarters as part of a program in which he spends a day working 
at a business located in, or in this case right alongside, his district to better understand the day-to-day 
lives and work of some of his constituents.

During his visit, Rep. Veasey experienced a variety of employee jobs firsthand, including serving 
Starbucks coffee; bagging groceries and logging inventory at the headquarters Express; examining 
merchandise at the Exchange’s headquarters Quality Assurance Lab; assisting AAFES customers across 

the globe at the Exchange’s 
Customer Service Call Center; 
and working a lunch shift at 
an Exchange Burger King (see 
photos). He also met with AAFES 
executives during his visit.

Texas District 33 Rep. Veasey 
Visits Exchange Headquarters

• HACKETTSTOWN, N.J.

On Jan. 20, Donald Trump took the oath of 
office as the country’s 45th president, and 

M&M’s Chocolate Candies found its way onto the 
new commander-in-chief’s candy list, as it has for 
all U.S. presidents since Ronald Reagan.

The popular Mars Chocolate North America con-
fection — which made its debut in 1941 during 
World War II as a C-rations staple, a candy that 
could withstand higher temperatures than other 
chocolate candies of the period (see E and C News 
May 2016) — reportedly made the White House 
top candy list when President Reagan started to 
favor M&M’s over jelly beans during the latter 
stages of his administration.

In 1988, the White House asked Mars to provide 
custom presidential boxes of M&M’s in anticipa-
tion of the President’s Moscow Summit, and the 
candy company obliged. 

Since then, every succeeding president’s “must-
have” items has included M&M’s, and the tradition 
continues with President Trump.

“Yes, M&M’s is proud to continue to be the 
official candy of the White House,” Leslie Vene-
ziano, corporate affairs manager, Mars Chocolate 
North America, told E and C News.

M&M’s Continue as White 
House’s ‘Official’ Candy

Vietnam War Vet Wins Car in AAFES Sweepstakes
• McCONNELL AFB, Kan.

Air Force retiree and Vietnam War veteran Lawrence Lazar was presented with a Welch’s 
Smart Car on Jan. 18 here at the base’s Army & Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES) exchange. 

Lazar was picked at random from more than 8,400 Exchange shoppers to win the Exchange’s 
“Promotion in Motion” Sweepstakes.

In the photo, introducing Lazar (seated in car) to his new vehicle was Chief Master Sgt. Luis 
Reyes, USAF, Exchange senior enlisted advisor who participated in the presentation.

With two deployments to Vietnam and a 21-year Air Force career under his belt, there’s not 
much Lazar, a resident of Udall, Kan., hasn’t seen. So when the exchange called Lazar to tell him 
he was the grand prize winner in the contest, keeping his cool was not a problem.

“I’ve been shopping at the Exchange since 1964, and I usually put in an entry for every sweep-
stakes that I might be interested in,” Lazar said. “I was in a little bit of disbelief when they first called to tell me I’d won; then I went right on in 
and filled out the paperwork.”

“The McConnell Exchange couldn’t be more proud to celebrate Mr. Lazar’s service by presenting him with this unique prize,” said Robin Ayling, 
who is the general manager (GM) here. “This is why the Army & Air Force Exchange Service does what it does — to thank those who give and 
sacrifice so much to make sure our freedoms are protected every day.”
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Veasey assists a customer via telephone in 
the Exchange’s headquarters call center.

Texas 33rd District Representative Marc Veasey 
examines (left) apparel in the Exchange’s head-

quarters quality assurance lab.
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