
Wine and spirits distributor Moët Hennessy 
continues an annual tradition next month 

by honoring 80 World War II American heroes who 
took part in a secret, memorable and courageous raid 
against Japanese forces. 

The annual reunion of the “Doolittle Raiders” 
takes place at the National Museum of the U.S. Air 
Force in Dayton, Ohio, from April 17-20. 

The Doolittle Raiders, led by then-Lt. Col. James 
H. Doolittle, USAAF, delivered the first strike against 
Japan on April 18, 1942, during World War II. The 
mission featured 16 five-man crews piloting B-25 
bombers that attacked Japan in defense of the people 
and ideals of the U.S. 

Although the mission called for the Raiders to re-
turn to Chuchow, a city located in non-occupied Chi-
na, complications forced all members to crash land 
or bail out of their aircrafts over China and Russia.

In the aftermath, eight Raiders were taken cap-
tive; three were executed and one died of beriberi. 
The four survivors were located in a Japanese prison 
in China at the end of the war, three-and-a-half years 
later. Of those who survived the crash landings and 
bailouts, 64 were saved by Chinese Nationals, at a 
very high cost. The Japanese Army would go on to 
murder more than 250,000 men, women and chil-
dren for providing aid to the Raiders. 

Although Doolittle felt that the loss of the 16 
bombers constituted a failure, and was worried 
he would face a court martial, the raid neverthe-
less bolstered American morale to such an extent 
that Doolittle was awarded the Medal of Honor 
by President Franklin Roosevelt, and was pro-
moted two grades to brigadier general.

All 80 Raiders received the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, and those who were killed, 
wounded, captured or injured as a result of the 
raid were also awarded the Purple Heart.

Today, the goblets have a permanent home at the 
National Museum of the U.S. Air Force. 

ANNUAL REUNION 
Seventy years after the raid, Hennessy remains 

as grateful as ever to the Doolittle Raiders for their 
heroism and historic contributions. 

This year’s ceremonies will include: 
1) A reception for leaders from the Air Force and 

Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio; 
2) A gala dinner in honor of the Doolittle Raiders; 
3) A charitable donation to the Doolittle Raiders 

Association Fund to support quality-of-life initia-
tives for the organization; and 

4) A special toast by Hennessy family member 
Maurice Hennessy and a special guest.

All five living Doolittle Raid-
ers are expected to attend next 
month’s reunion. Also, for the first 
time in 70 years, Chinese survivors 
or members of their families who 
helped save the Raiders will travel 
to the U.S. and be special guests at 
the reunion.
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HENNESSY ANd dOOLIttLE
Soon after the raid, Doolittle was presented with a 

bottle of 1896 Hennessy cognac to celebrate his birth-
day and leadership. He decreed that the bottle not be 
opened until the final two Raiders remained standing, 
paying one final tribute to their fallen comrades.

In 1959, the City of Tucson, Ariz., presented the 
Raiders with a set of 80 silver goblets, each bearing 
the name of one of the mission’s airmen.

To this day, at each annual reunion, the surviving 
Raiders meet privately to conduct a solemn Goblet 
Ceremony to toast the memory of their fellow Raid-
ers who have passed away during the preceding year. 
In remembrance of their fallen brothers, they then 
turn the goblets of the deceased upside down.

The raid bolstered American morale to such an 
extent that Doolittle was awarded the Medal of 
Honor by President Franklin Roosevelt, and was 

promoted two grades to brigadier general.

“Doolittle’s raiders” numbered 80 World 
War ii american heroes who took part in 
a secret, memorable and courageous raid 
against Japanese forces. they were led by 
then-lt. Col. James h. Doolittle, usaaF (on 

left, facing right, with hands in pockets).

each year, surviving members of the 

group attend an annual reunion. this 

year’s ceremony is slated to take place 

at the national Museum of the u.s. air 

Force in Dayton, ohio, from april 17-20. 

the mission featured 16 five-man crews pilot-
ing B-25 bombers that attacked Japan in de-fense of the people and ideals of the u.s.

eXChange and CoMMissary neWs18  |  MARCH 2012




