
• CHESAPEAKE

On April 8, the Coast Guard Commu-
nity Services Command (CGCSC) 

— the body that oversees the Coast 
Guard Exchange System (CGES) — 
was honored with the prestigious Coast 
Guard Unit Commendation Award for 
its high level of support for Coast Guard 
operations. Vice Adm. John P. Cur-
rier, USCG, Deputy Commandant for 
Mission Support, presented the award, 
which was accepted by CGCSC Com-
manding Officer Capt. Edward N. Eng, 
USCG, during a ceremony attended 
by staff and colleagues from CGCSC 
and the Coast Guard Exchange System 
(CGES).

According to CGES Executive Of-
ficer Cdr. William Fox, USCG, this 
award recognizes and validates the out-
standing work and accomplishments 

throughout CGCSC, including those of 
the exchange system, the Morale, Wel-
fare and Recreation (MWR) Program 
Management team, and Master Chief 
Petty Officer Joe L. Valdez, USCG, 
liaison officer in the Defense Commis-
sary Agency’s (DeCA) Western Region. 

“As Vice Adm. Currier stated today, 
this award is given only to the high-
est performing operational and sup-
port units in our service,” Fox noted. 
“You can have tremendous pride that 
your work in these traditional support 
programs has had such a positive ef-
fect throughout the Coast Guard, that it 
has truly made an important difference 
in the lives of those who protect the 
homeland, and that it has been clearly 
recognized at the senior-most levels of 
the service. This award is a remarkable 
achievement!”

• QUANTICO

The Marine Corps Exchanges (MCX) recently 
named Ric Pomeroy as branch head, Food, En-

tertainment, Commercial Recreation and Hospitality, 
effective March 14. He succeeds Carol Garland, the 
long-time head of Food and Hospitality, who retired 
in December.

POMEROY
Pomeroy has a 21-year career in hospitality, 

with experience as a general manager and area 
manager at the property level for the past 10 years. 
He has worked with several leading hotel and resort 
brands, including DoubleTree by Hilton; Embassy 
Suites; Homewood Suites by Hilton; Hilton Garden 

Inn; Choice Hotels and Hyatt Place. 
Most recently, Pomeroy was task force general manager for Crescent Hotels 

& Resorts, Fairfax, Va.

• WILMINGTON, Del.

The Produce for Better Health Foundation (PBH) named the Defense 
Commissary Agency (DeCA) as one of its seven “Retail Role Models” 

for what the trade group called “their extraordinary support” of the “Fruits 
& Vegetables — More Matters” national public health initiative in 2010. 

DeCA and the other role models — as well as seven “Retail Champions” 
that were also singled out — received their awards during the foundation’s 
Role Model/Champion Recognition Luncheon, held during PBH’s annual 
meeting in Monterey, Calif., from March 31 to April 2. DeCA Dietitian 
Karen Hawkins accepted the award on behalf of the agency.

“DeCA has been actively promoting health, wellness and nutrition edu-
cation and awareness through in-store events and online,” said DeCA Direc-
tor and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Joseph H. Jeu. “This recognition 
validates our hard work to exceed our customers’ expectations in produce 
quality, variety, presentation and personal service.”

In addition to DeCA, other retailers achieving the Foundation’s Role 
Model status included Ahold USA, Inc.; Food Lion Stores, Inc.; The Kroger 
Company; Safeway Inc.; Schnuck Markets, Inc.; and SuperValu/W. Newell 
& Company.

The seven retailers achieving Champion status included The Great At-
lantic & Pacific Tea Company, Inc.; Associated Wholesale Grocers, Inc.; 
Big Y Foods, Inc.; Meijer, Inc.; Redner’s Markets, Inc.; Save Mart Super-
markets; and Weis Markets, Inc.

PROGRAM COMPONENTS
The “Fruits & Vegetables — More Matters” program emphasized daily 

diets that include a selection of colorful fruits and vegetables. Through this 
initiative, commissary patrons have been able to access tips about produce 
selection, storage, preparation, nutrition and diet and exercise, and suggest 
simple ways to add more fruits and vegetables to every eating occasion.

“Whether customers are stocking up for family meals, school lunches or 
healthy snacks, or just making a quick stop for items at the peak of fresh-
ness, produce remains central to most shopping trips,” said Chris Burns, the 
agency’s sales director.

DeCA Named Produce 
‘Retail Role Model’ 

On April 8, Vice Adm. John 
P. Currier, USCG (right), 
deputy commandant for 
Mission Support, presented 
the Coast Guard Unit Com-
mendation Award to the 
Coast Guard Community 
Services Command (CGCSC) 
in front of CGCSC staff. CGES 
Commanding Officer Capt. 
Edward N. Eng, USCG, ac-
cepted the award on behalf of 
CGCSC. The award recogniz-
es and validates outstanding 
work and accomplishments 
throughout CSCSC.

Patch Barracks, Germany, Store Worker Tommy Odum makes sure that the 
commissary produce department’s tomatoes are as fresh as possible. DeCA 
actively promotes health, wellness and nutrition education and awareness 
through its produce departments, enabling the agency to earn “Retail Role 

Model” status from the Produce for Better Health Foundation (PBH).

CGCSC Presented with CG Unit 
Commendation Award
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MCX Chooses Pomeroy To Head 
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