
Long-Awaited Store Openings
Set to Address Patron Needs

• FORT LEE

The long-awaited new commissary in Moon 
Township, Pa., is set to open its doors this 

fall, and the Army & Air Force Exchange Service 
(AAFES) will conduct a “soft opening” of a new 
exchange at the site there, next month.

   In addition to the Moon Township store, which 
will be known as the “Pittsburgh Commissary,” the 
Defense Commissary Agency (DeCA) has several 
store openings planned for the remainder of the 
summer/fall time frame. Three other installations 
— Maxwell AFB’s Gunter Annex, Ala.; NSA An-
napolis, Md.; and Fort Polk, La. — are scheduled 
to welcome new commissaries, and Annapolis 
will also get a new replacement Navy Exchange 
Service Command (NEXCOM) exchange. Three 

of the DeCA stores are replacement commissar-
ies at their respective bases. Outside Coraopolis, 
Pa., the Moon Township/Pittsburgh Commissary, 
however, is a new store in a new location, as is 
the AAFES exchange, although they effectively 
replace facilities at the Charles E. Kelly Support 
Facility in nearby Oakdale, Pa.

• MOON TOWNSHIP, Pa.
 The $15 million, 43,000-square-foot Pittsburgh 

Commissary, which has had to scale numerous 
obstacles on its path toward eventual completion, 
has a tentative grand opening slated this coming 
October on a date yet to be announced. 

The Charles E. Kelly facility, 
whose clientele the store will 
largely inherit, was scheduled to 
close in 2009, due to 2005 Base 
Realignment and Closure (BRAC) 
legislation, however, members 
of the local military community 
claimed that this closure would 
leave them without a nearby com-
missary, and plans have been in 
the works since that time to bring 
a new commissary and exchange 
to this area. Local legislators were instrumental in 
securing funding for a new commissary to serve 
this community, but things did not go as originally 
planned. 

This replacement commissary 
project was originally slated to 
begin construction in 2011, but 
was delayed, as funding for the 
store — which is collocated with 
a 10,703-square-foot Army & Air 
Force Exchange Service (AAFES) 
exchange — had not yet been ap-
proved by Congress. 

Ground was broken in August 
2012, but further work was stalled 
by a stalemate in Congress over 
funding. In a Dec. 1, 2012, memo 
to DeCA, Dr. Jo Ann Rooney, then 
the Pentagon’s acting under secre-
tary for personnel and readiness 
(P&R), green-lighted the project, 
stating, “I have determined that 

additional congressional approval is not required 
for construction to proceed.” 

In the meantime, it was decided that that the 
C.E. Kelly facility could remain open until the new 
store was ready for business, which originally had 
been slated for November 2013 but was pushed 
back due to numerous construction delays.

When the store opens on county-owned property 
off Business Loop 376, adjacent to the Army’s 
McGarity Reserve Center and Pittsburgh Inter-
national Airport, it will be the only full-service 
commissary within 200 miles of Pittsburgh, serving 
a potential patron base of 170,000.

In July 2013, AAFES was granted approval by 

both the House and Senate armed services com-
mittees for the collocated Exchange, and this was 
followed by an August 2013 groundbreaking for 
the venue. 

An AAFES spokesman said that the soft launch 
of the exchange — a facility including a Class 
Six, a barber shop and Military Clothing (MC) 
venue — is slated for mid-August, and its grand 
opening will coincide with that of its companion 
commissary in October.

• MAXWELL AFB, GUNTER ANNEX, ALA.
Slated for an Aug. 5 opening date, the 

46,000-square-foot replacement commissary in-
cludes expanded sales area; bakery/deli; administra-
tive area; produce department; meat department; 
dairy department; frozen food area; operational 
support areas; and staging/receiving areas. In addi-
tion, parking for 185 cars supports the new store.

• NSA ANNAPOLIS, MD.
The new 51,000-square foot commissary, part 

of a retail project which will also see the open-
ing of a 98,000-square-foot exchange, is slated to 
begin operations on Sept. 10. The new facilities 
are slated to replace the existing Navy Exchange 
at 321 Kinkaid Road and the joint commissary 
next door.

• FORT POLK, LA.
The new 71,728-square-foot commissary, with 

32,523 square feet of sales area, is tentatively slated 
for a September opening on a date yet to be an-
nounced. Located at 7466 Utah Ave., the new store 
replaces a 64,354-square-foot facility, with slightly 
more sales area than the previous venue.

Artist’s rendering of the new commissary and exchange at Moon 
Township, near Pittsburgh, Pa. Other new commissaries are slated to 

open later in the calendar year at Maxwell AFB, Gunter Annex, Ala.; NSA 
Annapolis, Md.; and Fort Polk, La.
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Artist’s rendering of the NSA Annapolis, Md., Commissary, which is 
scheduled to begin operations on Sept. 10.
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