
• NORFOLK

On June 6, the Hampton Roads Chapter of the American Logistics Association 
(HRALA) presented a record 25 scholarships to incoming college freshmen, 

all military dependents or legacy recipients. The event, which coincided with the 
69th  anniversary of the D-Day Invasion, was held on the fantail of the Battleship  
U.S.S. Wisconsin (BB-64).

Twenty-four scholarships were awarded in the sum of $1,500 each. Sarah 
DeNoble received the first Captain Ollie Bates III Memorial Scholarship, in the 
amount of $2,500, honoring the late HRALA president, who also was a retired 
Navy captain and a long-time active member of the ALA.  

Scholarship recipients were selected from a pool of 85 qualified applicants 
who reside in the Greater Tidewater Region, representing nine cities and 17 high 
schools. The recipients will attend 18 national colleges, universities and commu-
nity colleges, including Yale, Cornell, Bucknell, the University of Virginia, the 
University of Pennsylvania, Virginia Tech, Georgia Tech and William and Mary.

The scholarship recipients, on average, attained a grade point average of 
4.334, had average College Board scores of 2,016 and ranked in the top 3 percent 
of their respective graduating classes.

In addition to this educational initiative, the HRALA also sponsors the annual Army & Air Force 
Exchange Service Retired Employees Association and Navy Exchange Retired Employees Association 
(AREA/NEREA) Scholarship Luncheon, where it presents a check for $10,000 to representatives of 
AREA and NEREA.

HRALA Honors Record 25 Scholarship Award Winners
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Captain Ollie Bates, III Memorial Scholarship 
winner Coastal Composite Squadron Cadet Capt. 
Sarah DeNoble is joined by, from left, Joe Kovac, 

Northeast Regional Manager/MBU Account 
Manager, Alder Foods Inc.; Hank Sheffer, account 
manager, S & K Sales Co.; and Nick Cohen, vice 

president, marketing, U.S. Sales Corp.

A record 25 scholarships were presented 
to incoming college freshmen, all military 
dependents or legacy recipients.

Award winner Brian McKenna (center) is joined by, clockwise 
from top left, his father, Capt. Robert E. McKenna, USCG, Com-
manding Officer, Coast Guard Community Services Command; 
mother Caroline, and two of his brothers, Jack and Brendan.

Tommie Draper, 
vice president, 

national ac-
counts, Overseas 

Service Corp. 
(OSC), address-
es the audience 
during the June 
6 HRALA Schol-

arship Awards 
Ceremony held 
on the fantail of 

the Battleship 
USS Wisconsin.

HRALA Scholarship Award 
winners in alphabetical 

order, were: 

Joel Castillo 
Sara Celec 

Henry Copeland 
Erica Corder 
Tracy Cote 

Margaret D’Amato 
Sarah DeNoble (Captain 
Ollie Bates III Memorial  

Scholarship winner) 
Daniel Fisher 

Amirio Freeman 
Paige Fritts 

Lauren Gates 
Katherine Hitchcock 

Katelyn Lacey 
Matthew McGhee 

Brian McKenna 
Michelle Mungin 
Jennifer Rudelt 

Mary Payton Sanford 
Austin Sheffer 

Jessica Stenglein 
Elizabeth Stuart 
Mary Sunvold 

Lauren Swanson 
Collin Taylor 
Logan Wibe
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DeCA Chief Operating 
Officer (COO) Michael 
Dowling (left) and OSC’s 
Tommie Draper listen to a 
presentation from one of the 
scholarship award winners.
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• FORT BELVOIR, Va.

Funded with recapitaliza-
tion dollars from earnings 

on sales, on June 19, the Army 
& Air Force Exchange Service 
(AAFES) opened a new Exchange 
shopping center here located be-
hind the former exchange facil-
ity. Dubbed “the largest branded 
Exchange in the U.S.,” the store 
offers many revamped and new 
services. Among its customers sta-
tioned on base are personnel and 
families associated with two Army 
major command headquarters, 10 
different Army major commands, 
19 different Army agencies, eight 
Army National Guard and Reserve 
elements, and 26 Department of 
Defense (DoD) agencies. Also 
located here are a Navy construc-
tion battalion, a Marine Corps de-
tachment, an Air Force activity, 
and a Department of the Treasury 
agency.

The new 270,062-square-foot 
exchange “is a testament to the 
Exchange’s steadfast commitment 
to our calling of serving those who 
serve,” said AAFES Director/Chief 
Executive Off icer (CEO) Tom 
Shull. “We continually work very 
diligently to ensure that what we 
deliver will be the very best. And I think that we 
have that here with this incredible new store.”

According to AAFES, opening day sales were 
up 319 percent over the same day’s sales the previ-
ous year; and sales activity during the exchange’s 
first five days of operation increased 148  percent 
for the same prior-year period. Computers were 
the hottest sellers, posting $182,660 in volume.

“The new store is truly a special place,” said 
Lt. Gen. Raymond Mason, USA, vice chairman 
of the Exchange Board of Directors. “And it’s a 
store unlike any other, in that it serves the best 
customers in the world.” 

EXCHANGE FEATURES
The new $57-million Leadership in Energy 

and Environmental Design (LEED)-certified store 
also features a modernized layout system divided 
into three major merchandising categories: Home, 
Life and Style. 

The store also includes specialty shops such as 
Alexanders of London, Victoria’s Secret, Coach, 
Michael Kors and Godiva. 

Other on-base exchange retail operations have 
also been relocated to the new facility. These in-
cluded one of the largest Military Clothing (MC) 
stores in the Army, the Home and Garden center 

and a gun shop. The customer service 
center is now positioned at the front 
of the new facility. Also new to the 
exchange is the Military and Home 
Traditions area, featuring furniture 
and appliances.

The barber shop, beauty shop, 
optical shop, GNC and the tenants in 
the food court — Taco Bell, Burger 
King and Charley’s Steakery — car-
ried over to the new Exchange, with 
several noteworthy additions, includ-
ing Popeyes Chicken, Subway, Pizza 
Hut and Starbucks to the food court 
and UPS and Things Remembered, to 
the concession shop roster. 

AAFES Opens ‘Incredible New 
Store,’ ‘Unlike Any Other’

A contemporary store layout groups products by shopping trip mis-
sion objectives and provides a more appealing visual experience.

The Fort Belvoir exchange’s general manager Ernilda Eiley credits 
executives and associates for their efforts in the new store’s successful 

June 19 grand opening.

Exchange Cited for 
Participation in Vietnam 
War Commemorative 

Partner Program

• FORT BELVOIR, Va.

In recognition of the participation of the Army & Air 
Force Exchange Service (AAFES) in the 50th Anni-

versary Vietnam War Commemorative Partner Program, 
Exchange Director/Chief Executive Officer (CEO) Tom 
Shull (left) received a certificate of proclamation and a 
commemorative flag presented by Lt. Gen. Raymond 
Mason, USA (right), vice chairman of the Exchange 
Board of Directors and Army Staff Lead for the Inter-
agency Advisory Group.

“Just like our warfighters today, those fighting in 
Vietnam were doing multiple tours and, frankly, we didn’t 
welcome them home the way we should have,” Mason 
noted during a June 18 ceremony here. “Now, we are 
finally doing the right thing in honoring these Veterans, 
and I want to thank Tom and the Exchange for taking 
on this mission.”

The program is designed for agencies to assist a grate-
ful nation in thanking and honoring Vietnam veterans 
and their families. Commemorative partners participate 
by planning and conducting events and activities that 
recognize Vietnam veterans and their families for service, 
valor and sacrifice. 

Throughout Vietnam, the Exchange’s presence 
brought a taste of home to those serving in the war. The 
Exchange continues to carry out its “We Go Where You 
Go” mission to this day, as there are currently 105 tacti-
cal exchanges supporting operations around the world, 
including 36 direct operating exchanges (DOX-T), 29 
unit-run tactical field exchanges and five imprest fund 
activities providing support to Soldiers and Airmen in 
Afghanistan.

ENDURING LEGACY
In 1982, during his term as military assistant to Robert 

C. “Bud” McFarlane — who was then deputy assistant 
and later assistant for national security affairs and national 
security adviser to President Reagan — Shull played 
an instrumental role in the successful construction and 
dedication of the Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial in the 
National Mall in Washington, D.C.

Shull, Mason

The color guard during the June 19 opening ceremony of the new Fort 
Belvoir, Va., Exchange. AAFES photo
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