
The Marine Corps is prepared to recognize the hard 
work and commitment to excellence that garrison 

and field food service programs contribute to improve 
the quality of life for Marines and Navy personnel.

Results of the 2013 Maj. Gen. W.P.T. Hill Memorial 
awards program for foodservice excellence once again 
recognize the culinary skill and capabilities of food ser-
vice specialists by selecting winners in four categories.

Named after Marine Corps Maj. Gen. William Pend-
leton Thompson Hill, the W.P.T. Hill awards were estab-
lished in 1985 primarily to reward high-quality food 
service by identifying the best mess halls throughout 
the Marine Corps.

Competition for the awards has the added benefit 
of contributing to improving foodservice operations 
by encouraging excellence in the garrison and field 
programs.

Challenging garrison and field operations to higher 
levels of excellence reaches into morale by improving 
the quality of life for Marines and Navy personnel.

The W.P.T. Hill Memorial Awards is sponsored by 
the Hennessey/Hill Travelers Association in coopera-
tion with the National Restaurant Association (NRA).

It recognizes demonstrated leadership, culinary 
expertise and the award-winning capabilities of Marine 
Corps Food Service specialists whose personal initiative 
and professional commitment are often unmatched 
in this difficult and demanding specialty.

“It was truly an honor to evaluate the Marine Corps 
mess halls and field messes,” said Lt. Col. Richard 
Kohler, director, Marine Corps Food Service and Sub-
sistence Program. “Being given the privilege to see 
how Marines are supporting Marines and how our 
contractor supports Marines was truly a pleasure. It 
was extremely difficult to decide who the winners 
might be.”

Each evaluator works independently, making deci-
sions individually and scoring an exclusive section of 
the checklist. Given the number of culinary special-

ists being evaluated, the actual winners could not be 
known until the scores were tallied.

Participation by NRA civilians adds a useful real-life 
perspective and insight to the evaluation.

“I was very impressed with their food services op-
erations, especially the USMC Food Service managed 
and the field operations. The overall USMC Mess Hall 
operations are very professional, provide quality meals 
and focus on nutrition,” said Art Myers, SES (Ret.). 
“Overall it was a remarkable experience, and I have an 
even greater appreciation and respect for the Marines 
in the USMC Food Service.”

Supporting the Marine Corps’ “Fuel to Fight!” pro-
gram, the mess halls provide well-balanced meals, edu-
cate Marines about the choices available and highlight 
a meal that emphasizes nutrition. “As I traveled, I saw 
how the Marines were well aware of the nutritional 
value of food items and did a great job of eating what 
enabled them to be fit and be ‘Fueled to Fight!’ I was 
very impressed with their field operations and im-
pressed they continually train in providing quality 
meals under field operations,” Myers said.

The mess hall at Parris Island demonstrated effi-
ciency under pressure. “I was very impressed with the 
mess hall operation and their dedication in ensuring a 
smooth process to getting the recruits fed in the short 
time allotted,” he said. —GFS

Honoring 
Professionalism 
in Marine Corps 

Food Service
W.P.T. Hill Awards Demonstrate the Skill 

and Effort Judges Seek
The Maj. Gen. W.P.T. Hill Memorial Awards

Hill Award Evaluators
Active Duty

Lt. Col. Richard Kohler, USMC
Master Gunnery Sgt. Rodney O’Bannon, USMC
Arthur Myers, SES (Ret.)

Reserve
Capt. David Hunley, USMC
Master Gunnery Sgt. Brian Veloza, USMC
Bob Rice, National Restaurant Association

Government Food Service • APriL 2013

W.P.t. HiLL AWArdS



Maj. Gen. W.P.T. Hill Memorial Awards 
Program for Food Service Excellence 

Winners for 2013:

Best Military/Contractor 
Garrison Mess Hall
Mess Hall 423, 
MCAS, Futenma, 
MCB Camp Butler, Japan 
(PHOTO COURTESY: DVIDS)

Best Field Mess
CLR 17, 1st MLG, I MEF, 
Camp Pendleton, Calif. 

(PHOTO COURTESY: DVIDS)

Best Reserve Field Mess
H and S Company, 6th ESB, 

4th MLG, Portland, Ore. 
(PHOTO COURTESY: DVIDS)

Best Full Food Service 
Contracted Garrison 
Mess Hall
Mess Hall 590, 1st Recruit 
Training BN, MCRD ERR 
Parris Island, S.C. 
(PHOTO COURTESY: DVIDS)
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