
career experiences.
Candidates selected for the HTA Award of Ex-

cellence are identified each year as the Hennessy 
evaluators judge teams for the culinary awards in 
the two categories: Eastern Hemisphere and Western 
Hemisphere.

An award of excellence invitation is made to an 
individual selected by each Hennessy evaluation team 
from among the installations they visit as the most 
outstanding foodservice person. Out of the individuals 
nominated, winners exemplify the highest standards 
of professionalism, attitude and culinary skill.

Each candidate was asked to provide a photograph 
and express their thoughts about what the nomina-
tion means to them. Responses presented below were 
received from all but one of the candidates.

2015 NOMINEES FOR THE HTA AWARD OF 
EXCELLENCE

Each year, the Hennessy evaluators on the Region 1 
and Region 2 teams select an Air Force Military Food 
Service candidate who exemplifies the highest stan-
dards of professionalism, attitude and culinary skill to 
receive the Hennessy Travelers Award of Excellence.

Winners will be announced during training at the 
Forum for Culinary Excellence at the Culinary In-
stitute of America Greystone campus in St. Helena, 
Calif., Sept. 19 to 26, 2015.

NOMINEES FOR THE HTA AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
IN REGION 1 (EASTERN HEMISPHERE):

Airman Joshua Allen
325th Force Support 
Squadron
Tyndall AFB, Fla.

“Hennessey was a great 
experience not just for me, 
but for all of the young air-
men that work here. It made 
us work better as a team, and 
also helped us learn a lot. 
When I won the award, it 

Evaluations of Air Force foodservice teams do not 
end with the selection of winners for the John 

L. Hennessy and Air National Guard Senior Master 
Sgt. Kenneth Disney awards, as individuals are also 
recognized.

Judges select nominees for the Hennessy Travelers’ 
Association (HTA) Award of Excellence throughout the 
weeks of evaluations that determine the foodservice 
team award winners. Nominees for this prestigious 
individual award have to wait until the winner is 
determined and announced during the Armed Forces 
Forum for Culinary Excellence, a weeklong training 
and education program at the Culinary Institute of 
America (CIA) in Greystone, Calif.

This year, a group of 36 outstanding culinary spe-
cialists are invited to attend the Forum, the third 
consecutive year of growth. This year, four more cu-
linary specialists are invited to the Forum than the 32 
nominees included last year and up from 25 in 2013.

Only the eight Air Force Hennessy nominees com-
pete for the Award of Excellence. The Air National 
Guard also has three nominees attending the Forum, 
who are up for the Senior Master Sgt. Kenneth W. 
Disney Food Service Excellence Award.

Otherwise, the Forum is a unique educational 
opportunity for culinary specialists from the Air 
Force, Army, Navy and Marine Corps to develop their 
foodservice and management skills, as well as earn 
certification that can be applied to a career in the 
hospitality industry.

Scheduled for Sept. 19 to 26, 2015, the Forum 
features hands-on classes, seminars and roundtable 
discussions with participating restaurant and food-
service industry leaders, which help service members 
to broaden their culinary knowledge.

Participants have an opportunity to learn new 
skills, as well as brush up on techniques that may go 
underutilized in the everyday routine of preparing 
meals served in military dining facilities and mess 
halls.

Hosts and industry partners invited to attend the 
Forum offer a networking opportunity for service 
members to pick up best practices and gain personal 
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      Emerging Talents
Forum for Culinary Excellence Welcomes a Promising Group



Staff Sgt. 
Reginald Brown
786th Force Support 
Squadron
Ramstein AB, Germany

“I am very grateful to be 
considered for an award of 
this caliber. The Hennessey 
competition is based on the 
‘team’ concept, and having 
a great team around me is 
what makes it all possible. 
Sitting in a shift leader posi-
tion, I draw from the expertise of my managers, the 
youthful innovation of my airmen, and the experi-
ence of my civilian counterparts. The food world 
is constantly evolving, and each and every day the 
team helps me refine my skills. The title of Hen-
nessey Travelers award winner is going to be used as 
a tool to motivate others. I never imagined myself 
in the restaurant profession, but now I am a prime 
example that accolades are possible for anyone in 
our career field.

NOMINEES FOR THE HTA AWARD OF EXCELLENCE 
IN REGION 2 (WESTERN HEMISPHERE):

Airman 1st Class 
Cody Ferrante
49th Force Support 
Squadron
Holloman AFB, N.M.

“To be nominated for 
this award is an extreme 
honor, and opportunity. I 
look forward to representing  
our team here at Holloman, 
and do the best to my ability 
to show everyone what our 
team is all about.”

Airman 1st Class 
John Hisola
627th Force Support 
Squadron, Sustainment  
Services Flight
JB Lewis-McChord, Wash.

“I’m very grateful for 
achieving this Award of Ex-
cellence. I start every day on 
a drive to excel amongst my 
peers, not to compete with 
my coworkers, but with my-
self. I believe you are only 
as successful as your last performance.

I had been working at my facility for six months 
when I was awarded the Award of Excellence, and I 

made me feel really good because for the first time 
I felt like I was a part of something bigger than just 
myself.”

Airman 1st Class 
Jonathan Martinez
1st Special Operations 
Force Support Squadron  
Food Services Journeyman
Hurlburt Field, Fla.

“I couldn’t believe I was 
nominated; there are so 
many airmen in that kitch-
en who work just as hard as 
anyone else, including me. 
I am very grateful for the 
award and still slightly in 

shock I was chosen to receive it.”

Senior Airman  
Marco Tordera
509th Force Support 
Squadron Food Service  
Journeyman
Whiteman AFB, Mo.

“Winning the Hennessey 
Traveler award is an honor 
for me and my wife. She won 
it last year during the evalu-
ation so it seems like we’re 
following in each other’s 
footsteps in our careers.”

Staff Sgt.  
Angela Sapikowski
87th Force Support 
Squadron
JB McGuire-Dix-
Lakehurst, N.J.

“My thoughts on being 
a Hennessy award of ex-
cellence nominee are that 
I am honored foremost, and 
without the team I work 
with, I wouldn’t have this 
opportunity. I’ve been out 

of the foodservice world for a few years and they 
have helped me succeed in this profession. To be 
mentioned for something I do every day, and enjoy 
doing, is very rewarding in itself. I look forward 
to the opportunity to pay forward the skills and 
knowledge I obtain to my team and continue to 
serve our customers with the highest quality of 
food and customer service.”
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certainly grasped from the 
outstanding viewers.”

Airman 1st Class 
Taylor Kolu
133rd Force Support Squadron
Saint Paul, Minn.

“Sometimes showing a 
little bit of initiative can 
go a long way.”

Staff Sgt. 
Mike Wadsworth
157th Force Support Squadron
Pease ANGB, N.H.

“I came to work prepared 
to give it one hundred per-
cent, do my job to the best 
of my ability. I am fortunate 
to work with a great team 
of dedicated and talented 
people who work very well 
together. The team working 
together makes it possible 

for individuals to perform at a very high level.”
—GFS

feel it was a tremendous feat, seeing my hard work 
pay off.

My future plans are to keep striving to be the 
best that I can be, and utilize all of my accomplish-
ments as a stepping-stone to, hopefully, earn Senior 
Airman Below-the-Zone and Airman of the Year for 
my squadron.”

Senior Airman Markeese MCleod
Yokota AB, Japan

NOMINEES FOR THE AIR NATIONAL GUARD 
SENIOR MASTER SGT. KENNETH W. DISNEY 
FOOD SERVICE EXCELLENCE AWARD:

Airman 1st Class 
Justin Fitzpatrick
124th Force Support Squadron
Boise, Idaho

“Our team was fantastic 
in nearly every aspect. Our 
efforts were shown; we all 
put our best foot forward, 
and came out with a great at-
titude. The passion was well 
perceived and knowledge was 
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