
Following the devastation 
left in the wake of Hur-

ricane Sandy in October of 
2012, Long Beach, N.Y. 
— one of the hardest hit 
cities on Long Island — 
has had to overcome many 
challenges during the long 
recovery process, as many 
Long Beach residents lost 
their homes, schools and 
neighborhoods because 

of the catastrophic storm. Several park 
and boardwalk improvement projects have helped bring the 
community together. One project in particular, the rebuilding 
of Magnolia Playground, has given back to the community 
one of the few places for children to play.  

On May 18, 2013, 242 volunteers from the Long Beach 
community joined with local organization Surf For All, the 
City of Long Beach, JetBlue and KaBOOM!, a 
nonprofit organization dedicated to building play-
grounds nationwide, and Playworld Systems, the 
playground equipment provider, to rebuild Mag-
nolia Playground, which had been devastated by 
storm damage. In less than eight hours, volunteers 
built a child-designed playground that will serve 
thousands of children for years to come.

“We had a tremendous turnout,” says Gordon 
Tepper, director of Communications, City of Long 
Beach. “The whole community rallied for the rebuild 
of Magnolia Playground. Building a playground 
in a day had its challenges, but all deadlines were 
met and the equipment was installed 
by the end of the day.”

Long Beach residents realized 
that in the aftermath of such a 
monumental natural disaster, play 
becomes even more critical because 
it creates a sense of normalcy, and 

provides an emotional outlet for children during a time of 
extreme stress. 

“After the storm the City was contacted by Jeanette Duffy, 
who was a not-for-profit consultant for KaBOOM!,” Tepper 
explains. “We filled out their application, met the require-
ments and were approved. It was a community-based project 
that was broken up into teams that were then responsible for 
different portions of the playground build — construction, 
public relations, food, build-day captains, etc. The old dam-
aged equipment was removed, and the surface was prepared 
for the new equipment by Public Works. The community met 
and voted on the different playground structures they wanted 
to see incorporated. Playworld Systems put together three 
different design options, which were voted on. The design is 
set up for two different age groups — 2-4 and 5-12.”

Many in the community commented on the importance of 
projects such as this in the overall recovery process. “Words 
cannot describe how grateful I am by all the work you all at 
KaBOOM! did for Long Beach,” says Anthony Dalto, a Long 
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Left to right: Community Development Director 
Michael Robinson, City Councilman Scott J. Mandel, 
City Council President Fran Adelson, City Manager 

Jack Schnirman, City Council Vice President Len Torres 
and DPW Commissioner Jim LaCarrubba.
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He points out that the growing research on the negative 
consequences of play deficit is important, but “there is also 
a simple, clear and poignant truth we all can embrace from 
our childhood: on a purely human level the deficit of child’s 
play is sad, since it means a world with less laughter and joy. 

“When kids play, they learn to run, jump and swing. But 
they also learn how to negotiate and to respect one another. 
They learn how to think and plan without an adult telling 
them what to do. Kids who play also play better as adults.”

The Long Beach project marked the first of 11 playground 
builds to be built in 2013 directly by KaBOOM! and its partners, 
including BNP Paribas, Disney, Dr Pepper Snapple Group, 
Good Neighbor Pharmacy, JetBlue and UnitedHealthcare. 

The last of these 11 playground projects was completed 
later in the year when more than 200 volunteers built a brand 
new playground at The Community YMCA Family Health 
and Wellness Center, which served hundreds of children and 
families affected by Hurricane Sandy in Red Bank, N.J.

These 11 playgrounds covering more than 27,000 square 
feet serve more than 30,000 children and were built by more 
than 2,500 volunteers donating more than 20,000 hours of 
service.

Additionally, KaBOOM! partnered with Creative Circle, 
JetBlue and UnitedHealthcare to donate an Imagination Play-
ground to four child-serving organizations in the northeast 
following the storm.

“As tremendous as these projects are, our work is not 
done,” according to the organization. “There are still thou-
sands of children in Sandy-affected areas and millions of 
children across North America who do not have a place to 
play. You can help KaBOOM! give children the childhoods 
they deserve by taking action to ensure that all children have 
access to a playground. Children today spend less time playing 
outdoors than any previous generation, a fact that is having 
disastrous consequences on their health, achievement levels 
and overall well-being.”

KaBOOM! is dedicated to giving kids the childhood 
they deserve by bringing play to those who need it most. 
Social entrepreneur Hammond founded KaBOOM! in 1996 
in Washington, D.C., with a vision of creating a great place 
to play within walking distance of every child in America, 
because children need to play actively every day at home, in 
school and in their communities. Since then, KaBOOM! has 
mapped over 100,000 places to play, built more than 2,400 
playgrounds and successfully advocated for play policies in 
hundreds of cities across the country. —GRF

Beach resident who volunteered his time for the rebuild. “The 
new playground is fantastic and even better than before! I 
cannot wait for my little girl to be able to play there. In just 
a few more months, she’ll at least be on the swing set. Again, 
thank you for everything. This project was definitely the best 
volunteering experience I have ever had.” 

The City of Long Beach has a very robust recreation 
department with countless activities for children of all ages, 
ranging from children’s soccer and basketball to adult men’s 
softball and even women’s kickball. In addition to the new 
playground, the city has a newly revamped ice arena and 
indoor swimming pool along with new outdoor basketball 
courts that were donated to the city by Basketball Hall of 
Famer Nancy Lieberman along with Billy and Janice Crystal.

“Having the parks redone after the storm was a great way 
to bring a sense of normalcy back for Long Beach residents,” 
says Tepper. “There are so many fun things to do here, and 
it was great that in such a short period of time after Sandy, 
we were able to offer everything that we had done in the 
past and even more. The city continues to rebuild stronger, 
smarter and safer — the new parks and recreation facilities 
are a prime example of that.”

KaBOOM! CEO and Co-founder Darell Hammond says 
it is important for city leaders to advocate for the importance 
of play in the lives of our children. “I have seen how may-
ors, city councils, parks and recreation departments, school 
districts, corporations, social entrepreneurs, volunteers and 
citizens can accomplish extraordinary things when they join 
together in a common cause,” he says.

“To ensure that the United States provides our children 
with sufficient places to play — both in total number and in 
the quality of the built environment — as well as providing 
them with the time to play, I believe now is the time to look 
at federal policies and funding for play and physical activity 
in general.”

“Having the parks 
redone after the storm 

was a great way to bring 
a sense of normalcy back 
for Long Beach residents.”

 
— Gordon Tepper, director of Communications, 

City of Long Beach 
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