
According to JBLM Community Recreation Division Chief 
Rick Randall, the new complex was sorely needed because 
over the past eight years JBLM has lost all but four sports 
fields to military construction projects. 

“The four remaining fields were sub-standard and without 
proper drainage, lights, scoreboards and updated backstops/
fencing,” he explained. “The climate here in the Pacific North-
west is extremely harsh on natural grass sports fields. During 
late fall, winter and spring seasons, natural grass sports fields 
are mostly unplayable. The all-synthetic sports fields at the 
Lewis North Athletic Complex now afford service members 
at JBLM the opportunity to spend their well-earned leisure 
time playing on top-quality recreational sports fields day or 
night, and year-round.” 

Each of the four new fully synthetic softball fields has 
been architecturally designed to be 
300 feet to the outfield fences at each 
angle from foul lines to straight-away 
centerfield. In the center plaza — at 
the convergence of the four softball 
fields — are four restrooms, a storage/
electrical room, and snack bar build-
ing equipped with sink, refrigerated 
coolers, hot dog rotisserie and roll-up 
serving window.

Both multipurpose fields measure 
100 yards by 50 yards, and come fully 
equipped with four sets of bleachers 
for spectators, as well as a support 
building adjacent to the multipurpose  
fields providing three restrooms, water 
fountain and bicycle racks for partici-
pants and spectators. The project also 
included the addition of two outdoor 
basketball courts, which are painted, 

JB Lewis-McChord (JBLM), Wash., recently celebrated the 
opening of the Lewis North Athletic Complex (LNAC), 
a 24-acre outdoor sporting complex that features four 

softball fields, two multipurpose fields (for flag football and 
soccer) and two basketball courts. The $14.3 million military 
construction (MILCON) project was overseen by the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, and was a joint construction venture 
between Total Site Services and Garco Inc.

At the grand opening ceremony on Oct. 30, 2015, JBLM 
Commander Col. Daniel Morgan, USA, welcomed the 350-
plus service members and civilians attending the event. Fol-
lowing the ribbon-cutting ceremony, the Family and Morale, 
Welfare and Recreation (FMWR) department inaugurated the 
complex with a 16-team softball tournament and 14-team flag 
football tournament. 

PHOTOS BY EMILIANO HERNANDEZ, JBLM MARKETING, UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE.
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JBLM Unveils 
New Outdoor 

Athletic Complex  

The JBLM community celebrates 
the ribbon cutting of its new athletic 

complex on Oct. 30, 2015. 
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poured concrete with lighting for night play. All fields are 
equipped with Nevco scoreboards and Musco Lighting level 
III (tournament) lighting systems, and are 100-percent overlaid 
with synthetic turf manufactured by Sporturf. 

Randall pointed out that the actual design and layout of 
the fields was based on the design of a local regional sports 
complex located in nearby Lacey, Wash. “Although we allo-
cated 24 acres for the LNAC, the plot did not afford a great 
deal of flexibility due to the orientation of the streets border-
ing the perimeter of the 24 acres. The Corps did a great job 
of designing the placement of fields and facilities in such a 
restrictive area.”      

With such a state-of-the-art facility, a plan is in place to 
ensure the complex stays in pristine condition for years to 
come. “General daily maintenance is needed to clean the com-
mon areas (i.e., restrooms, plaza area and spectator stands),” 
explained JBLM Sports, Fitness & Aquatics Director Aaron 
Jones. “Additionally, we will be using three different types 
of combing brushes to extend the playing life of the turf. 
Two of the brushes move around the rubber pellets that are 
cushioned in between the synthetic turf fibers, maintaining 
a level playing surface. And, the brushes are equipped with 
magnets to pick-up any metal debris embedded in the turf. 
The third brush acts as a vacuum, picking up small debris 
from the turf surface.”

He continued, “As in all things, in order to keep nice things 
nice — you must be able to properly and accurately admin-
ister the daily/monthly/yearly maintenance and ‘love’ that is 
required to maintain the quality of the facility.”  

Since the grand opening, the fields have been well received 
by soldiers and airmen. 

“Although we are outside the regular softball season, the 
four softball fields are receiving a great deal of usage, with 
the two multipurpose fields receiving the most attention,” 
noted Jones. “We are currently playing our commander’s cup 
flag football series. Having the ability to play multiple games 
simultaneously at the same location adds a great deal of flex-
ibility and continuity to our program.”

With the sorely needed facilities now in place, this year 
JBLM plans to expand its intramural league calendar, offering 
two open softball leagues, an open flag football league and a 
women’s softball league. “In addition to the calendar expan-

sion, this new athletic complex will allow us to significantly 
increase the number of teams participating in league play,” 
said Jones. “In 2015, we were forced to use softball fields that 
were barely adequate. With the opening of the LNAC, we will 
now be providing service members a cutting-edge facility. 
This is all very exciting for the service members at JBLM. 
When we held our 16-team softball tournament and 14-team 
flag football tournament at the grand opening, there were a 
huge number of positive comments, which leads us to believe 
participation will increase dramatically in 2016 and beyond.”

In addition to expanded sports and recreational opportuni-
ties, the fields (located in the middle of the 7th ID troop area) 
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Lewis North Athletic Complex
— At A Glance —

PROJECT INFO
Grand Opening: Oct. 30, 2015
Cost: $14.3 million
Funding: Military Construction (MILCON) project
Architect/Designer: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE)
Construction: Joint venture: Total Site Services and Garco Inc.
 
KEY PLAYERS/STAFF
Bill Harvey: JBLM FMWR Director
Rick Randall: JBLM Community Recreation Division Chief
Aaron Jones: JBLM Sports, Fitness & Aquatics Director 
Andy Maser: Design Engineer, USACE
Heather Waterman: Project Engineer, USACE
Pete Hovde: Quality Assurance, USACE
Tyler Bush: Architecture Design, USACE
Rod Perry: Civil Design, USACE 
Lonny Arneson: Project Superintendent - Garco Inc.
Cindy O’Neill: Quality Control Manager - Total Site Services 

EQUIPMENT PROVIDERS 
Musco: Field Lighting Systems
National Recreation Systems: Bleachers 
Nevco: Scoreboards
Sporturf: Synthetic Turf/Grass

The two multipurpose fields are used for 
flag football (pictured here) and soccer, 
and an expanding intramural program. 



will be used for Unit Fitness Training.
In looking at the big picture, Jones said, “These fields will 

revolutionize how we can implement new and fun leagues/
tournaments/events for our JBLM Community. We now have a 
top-quality outdoor sports complex for JBLM service members 
to utilize. JBLM service members are already expressing 
their appreciation for such a fantastic sports complex. The 
LNAC is quickly becoming the ‘go-to place’ on JBLM for 
outdoor sports.”  

He continued, “Leadership has been very supportive of 
the LNAC. They fully understand the importance of having 
facilities like the LNAC, and its tie-in to readiness, well-
being and resiliency.”   —GRF
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The Lewis North Athletic Com-
plex includes four softball 
fields, two multipurpose fields 
and two basketball courts.


