
Dog parks continue to grow in popularity in the military, providing dogs – and their 
owners – with the perfect destination for some exercise, fun and socializing. As 
many military installations are proving, Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) 

programs aren’t just for people, but man’s best friend as well. 
As many dog owners know, a fit dog is a happy, well-behaved dog, and the dog parks 

featured here each provide opportunities to run and be active. The two dog parks at Fort 
Benning, Ga., which are managed by Outdoor Recreation, include agility playground 
equipment for the dogs. 

“We have an area set up in the dog park with some obstacles for the dogs to navigate 
and they love it,” says  Fort Benning Outdoor Recreation Manager Brian Guinn. 

Benning also runs free Dog Park events, such as Howl-o-Ween, where owners and 
their dogs come out to trick or trick dressed in their favorite costumes. 

“It is a very popular event that we do each year here,” notes Guinn. “The dog parks 
have been really worthwile and are very beneficial to the Benning community.”

“Our dog parks are awesome!” adds Fort Benning Recreation Specialist Bethany Bee-
tle. “People really take advantage of the areas, and it is a great opportunity for them to get 
out with their dogs and exercise or socialize and have fun.”

Fort Benning also has a Veterinary Clinic on post, and a do-it-yourself, climate-con-
trolled dog wash – the first 
of its kind on a U.S. military 
installation, according to 
Outdoor Recreation. The coin-
operated booth features an 
adjustable platform, washing 
and drying, and flea and tick 
bathing options. The booth is 
automatically sterilized after 
each use.

Similar to Fort Benning, 
the two dog parks at Fort 
Campbell, Ky., provide needed 
space for pet owners on post. 

“The timing for the open-
ing of our dog park was good 
because the local one in town 
that many people liked to go to 
had closed,” says Fort Camp-
bell Outdoor Recreation Op-
erations Manager Chrisoula 
Belanger. “So when we opened 
up, we had a lot of happy dog 
owners. It was good timing for 
me too, because I had just got-
ten a very energetic puppy and 
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Dog Parks a Howling Success

Ares, a 4-month-old Si-
berian Husky drinks water 
from a dog water fountain 
at the Mira Mesa Dog park, 

San Diego, Calif.

Tucked in the corner of Ocean Beach, 
Calif., five miles from MCRD San 

Diego, is a beach designated just for 
man’s best friend and his owner.
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I was panicked when they closed the local dog park 
off post.” 

Belanger points out that people are always out at 
the parks with their dogs. 

“People really appreciate it and are very happy 
with it,” she says. “I really think it is a wonderful 
benefit to the community and everybody should have 
a dog park available to them. In addition to the exer-
cise, they get to socialize with other dogs, which is 
important. It has been a great addition, especially the 
one near the housing area.”

A puppy (4 months and under) playtime area is 
also available at the dog parks. “The puppy area has 
worked out really well,” notes Belanger. “More and 
more people are realizing a healthy lifestyle is ben-
eficial for their pets as well as themselves. Dog parks 
allow owners to exercise, socialize, and strengthen 
the bond between owner and dog in a controlled en-
vironment.”

Fort Benning dog park.
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“More and more people 
are realizing a healthy life-
style is beneficial for their 

pets as well as them-
selves. Dog parks allow 

owners to exercise, social-
ize, and strengthen the 

bond between owner and 
dog in a controlled envi-

ronment.”  

 – Chrisoula 
Belanger, Fort 

Campbell 
Outdoor Rec-

reation Opera-
tions manager.

Fort Campbell has two 
dog parks, including an 

area for puppies.



Surf’S up
Throughout San Diego County, Calif., there are more than 

15 dog parks and beaches for man and his best friend to social-
ize and exercise.

“The parks vary from off-leash beaches to fenced in pens 
with turfed areas for the dogs to run and enjoy the San Diego 
sun,” notes Cpl. George J. Papastrat, MCAS Miramar Public 
Affairs. 

There are multiple dog parks in the MCAS Miramar vicinity, 
providing needed destinations for Marines and their dogs. A few 
local dog parks include the Poway dog park, Kearny Mesa Com-
munity Park, Balboa Park and Fiesta Island.

Tucked in the corner of Ocean Beach, Calif., just five miles 
from MCRD San Diego, is a beach designated just for man’s 
best friend and his owner. 

“On sunny days the 
beach is crowded with 
people and their pets 
playing in the sand and 
surf,” says Lance Cpl. 
Katalynn Thomas, MCRD San Diego Public Affairs.

“Dogs are pack animals,” adds Sgt. Andrew Johnson 
(USMC), kennel master, Marine Corps Headquarters and Ser-
vice Battalion. “They want to run, chase and play with other 
dogs. Dog beaches and parks give them the perfect opportunity. 
I take my own dog all the time and I think that everyone who 
has a dog should go. It’s a good way to spend time with man’s 
best friend, plus it’s free. It gets both of you out of the house, 
helps your pet in so many ways and you don’t have to pay for it. 
How cool is that?”

—GRF

“On sunny days the 
beach is crowded with 
people and their pets 
playing in the sand and 
surf,” says Lance Cpl. 

Fort Benning Outdoor Recreation offers 
dog park obstacles and free events such 
as Howl-o-Ween, where owners – and 
pets – get to show off their costumes.
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