
Services director, City of Fort Morgan, who oversees parks 
and recreation, library, museum, golf course, sports fields and 
cemetery facilities. “We had heard that the community was in 
favor of having a safe place to take their dogs off leash, and 
we made the dog park project happen.”

The city ultimately budgeted $15,000 in its capital improve-
ment fund, and decided on some areas in existing parks in 
town where it could make the park a reality. “Gateway Park, 
at the southern most point of the community, was selected, 
which is an existing kind of community pocket park with a 
lot of turf and a lot of area to where the installation of the 
dog park going in didn’t impact the playground, picnic area, 
and other turf areas with shade trees for the public to access,” 
Miller explained.  

One of the more exciting trends in parks and recreation 
today is dog parks. And to the howling delight of dogs 
everywhere, the proliferation of dedicated areas in parks 
on military bases, and outside the gate, too, continues 

unabated. 
For the City of Fort Morgan, Colo., the need for such a 

dedicated pet-friendly space was brought to the attention of 
community leaders and parks and recreation department staff, 
paving the way for a project that culminated in an ideal dog 
park in a beautiful park. 

“We are a community that has leash laws, and naturally, 
that becomes restrictive when we have a community where 
we have all of the parks and a 350-acre Riverside park, and 
yet dogs have to be on a leash,” said Josh Miller, Community 
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City of Fort Morgan residents enjoy the new 
dog park at Gateway Park.
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City of Morgan community and park leaders, as well as dog owners 
were on hand for the opening of the new dog park at Gateway Park.
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The dog park, which officially opened in November 2014, 
is approximately 300 feet long by 80 feet wide, and is broken 
into two sections. “If you take that 300 feet, for example, two 
thirds of that is an open grass area to let your dog run, or to 
throw a ball for a game of fetch, without any restrictions,” 
noted Miller. “It really is a great area to play with your dogs, 
or give them room to run or roam, and there is a small area 
that has shade trees, too.” 

When you first enter the park, there is a common area with 
the more open, larger area to the left and the smaller area, 
known as the small dog park, to the right. Pet waste stations 
with signage are set up on both sides of the dog park, with the 
bags available for easy use and clean up for dog owners. In 
addition, a Murdock dual-bowl pet fountain was purchased. 

“As we grow, we are going to add and integrate some agil-
ity equipment and features for the dogs,” noted Miller. “We 
have a real fire hydrant that we buried in the ground, which 
we got from our water department after it was no longer in 
use. And we bought a watering station, which we plan on 
installing soon. It will be installed at the central part of the 
park so that both sides have access to it. It is a dual-sided 
watering station.” 

Miller explained that an overriding goal for the park was 
to leave as much turf intact as possible. “We made the park as 
large as we did so that with typical turf issues that are faced 
elsewhere — we could salvage enough turf to where it could 

still be maintained and managed and watered heavily enough 
so that the turf would remain intact,” he said. “Coming up on 
a year now, we have been successful with that.” 

One aspect of the dog park that Miller and other park staff 
hadn’t thought about was creating drive gates to get mowers 
in for lawn maintenance. “Fortunately, we caught that before 
the project was complete and installed those drive gates at 
both ends of the park, as well as the central corridor area,” 
he said. “I have been to dog parks where that is not the case, 
and I don’t know how they would get a vehicle in there if they 
needed to. The dogs really enjoy the turf.” 

Gateway Park staff maintains the grass in line with the 
park’s maintenance schedule. “It 
gets mowed twice a week, and wa-
tered regularly, so it has worked out 
well,” noted Miller. “We anticipate 
keeping it on a regular fertilizing 
schedule, and we shut it down af-
ter fertilizing for the safety of the 
pets, making sure enough time has 
passed, with watering and such, 
before we reopen the park. We 
also have some seasonal closures, 
with bad weather (heavy snow), 
and we make sure the turf is not 
overwhelmed from the conditions 
in the winter as well.”

Miller said if they do experience 

“A lot of people comment 
on how they really 

appreciate the well-kept 
lawn, which the dogs love.” 

— Josh Miller, Community Services director, 
City of Fort Morgan

The new dog park entrance has a common entrance area 
that leads out to the large and small dog park areas. 

Pet waste stations are available at both ends of the dog park. 
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The dog park has been such a big hit that the community 
has already started to ask, “When is the next park coming?”

“Out here in rural America — it is dirt roads and things 
like that — so allowing the dogs to run on a turf area, and 
giving dog owners enough space to be able to throw a ball 
and interact with their dog and other dog owners as well, is 
really important. Just the fact that we have one has been real 
positive for the community, and noted by many.” 

 —GRF

some problem areas on the turf, 
park staff can install mulch beds 
so there “are more designated or 
highlighted areas where dogs can 
relieve themselves, as opposed to 
trying to keep the main portion 
of that turf intact, but through the 
winter and coming up on the heart 
of summer, the turf has not been 
negatively impacted so far.” 

In regard to the popularity of the 
park, Miller said the proof is in the 
poop, or in this case, the use of the 
pet waste stations. “Our gauge is 
the waste stations, and we are fill-
ing bags and replacing bags pretty 
regularly. We have had some feed-
back, interestingly enough, from 
members from surrounding communities, who have given us 
some positive feedback because their towns either do not have 
a dog park, or have one that is not adequate.”

He continued, “One of these nearby communities does have 
a dog park, but it is full of weeds and thorns, so the residents 
come to us. I think more and more people are beginning to 
find out about our dog park, and the feedback has been posi-
tive. A lot of people comment on how they really appreciate 
the well-kept lawn, which the dogs love.” 

One of the priorities for the dog park was having 
open turf so dogs could have room to run. 
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Restoration Project Brings Back Riverside Park 
Riverside Park, a 350-acre park on the north 

side of the City of Fort Morgan, recently 
completed a massive restoration project to 
repair damage from severe flooding. 

“The park sits along the South Platte River, 
with softball and baseball fields, a disc golf 
course, playgrounds, fishing ponds, outdoor 
basketball, sand volleyball courts, a camp-
ground and roughly 5 miles of trails,” explained 

Josh Miller, Community Services director, City 
of Fort Morgan.  “Because the park is on that 
South Platte river corridor, and the riverbank 
failed in multiple places, the entire park was 
inundated with water and completely sub-
merged for quite some time. We completely 
lost our only two lit ballfields that the city owns 
and all five miles of trails, which had to be 
cleared and completely restored. The disc golf 

course had to be cleaned up and the baskets 
all reset, as a lot of trash and debris collected 
in and around those baskets, for example.”

In addition, Miller pointed out that all of 
the sand for the volleyball courts and play-
ground had to be gutted and replaced. “Blue 
Sky Restoration did a lot of that work on the 
initial cleanup. With that said, the main impact 
and portion that we needed assistance was 
the two lit ballfields. With FEMA assistance 
and GOCO (Great Outdoors Colorado), we 
secured a flood recovery grant that was a 
special initiative run by GOCO for $505,000, 
and in conjunction with state, FEMA and insur-
ance support, we ended up with $975,000 
to rebuild the two fields.” 

The project included the installation of a 
new CXT restroom, new sports fields, fencing 
and Qualite lighting for the park and fields. 
“We also changed the orientation of the fields, 
very much like you would see at any modern 
sports complex. Now there is a common area 
and both home plates sit side by side to each 
other. We did a bunch of concrete work and 
all new sod, fencing, backstops and dugouts 
— the works. The job site was wiped clean 
and we started anew. There are brand new 
softball fields now.” 

The project included the restoration of two baseball/softball fields.
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