
alone in our mission here, where we go to the missile field 
for three, four, five days,” said 341st Missile Wing Com-
mander Col. Tom Wilcox. “It allows that military family to 
have a place to go and enjoy state-of-the-art equipment. We 
are happy to have it, and happy to have that partnership with 
Balfour Beatty.”

The new facility, which was constructed through a partner-
ship between the base, Air Force Civil Engineering Center 
(AFCEC), Balfour Beatty Communities, and Balfour Beatty 
Renovations and Construction, houses a basketball court, a 
pool with two separate locker rooms for men and women, a 
family fitness room with a children’s play area, and a the-
ater room with a 12-foot screen and seating for 23 residents, 

With the recent opening of a new 
community center at Malm-
strom AFB, Mont., families 

on base now have a one-stop location for 
aquatics, fitness, sports and recreation. 

“It gives the families a place to meet 
and come together in more of a group 
atmosphere,” said Jennifer Benski, com-
munity manager for Balfour Beatty Com-
munities, which operates Malmstrom 
Family Housing. “It’s important to have 
a facility like this for families to get out 
and about and meet other families to 
build more relationships.”

At the grand opening for the com-
munity center on May 5, Balfour Beatty Communities Project 
Director Luke LaLiberty said, “I would like to remind you 
of the reason we are here today — the U. S. military family. 
In addition to the military members who serve and protect 
around the world, there are the family members who remain 
behind and serve on the home front. It is our mission to give 
our military world-class service, and communities in which 
to do that.”

The community center grand opening took place at the 
beginning of military appreciation month, bringing greater 
awareness of the importance of providing family support pro-
grams and facilities.

“It’s about the military family who oftentimes gets left 

New Community Center 
Opens at Malmstrom AFB
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The basketball court at the new community center is also used for 
group exercise classes. Pictured here is the popular Tabata class. 

PHOTO BY RESIDENT SPECIALIST KENDRA FLUGGE

The new community center 
houses an indoor pool, one of the 

most popular attractions for families.
PHOTO BY RESIDENT SPECIALIST KENDRA FLUGGE



as well as two offices, a reception area, conference room, 
kitchen and multipurpose room. The outside portion of the 
community center includes a barbeque area, basketball court, 
multipurpose field, playground, and a dog park located behind 
the community center.

COMMUNITY NEED
“The community center was requested by the government 

when soliciting offers for the Military Housing Privatization 
Initiative at Malmstrom AFB,” explained LaLiberty. “Balfour 
Beatty’s successful proposal included the Community Center 
construction as part of the Initial Development Period.”

According to LaLiberty, the RFP, or request for proposal, 
for privatization of housing listed several requests for what 
would go in the community center, including an indoor pool 
and a full indoor basketball court. “Balfour Beatty’s design 
team integrated those requests and the recommendations of 
the community management team into a center that would 
provide the best level of service to the residents at Malm-
strom,” he noted.  “The housing community was polled years 
ago and asked what they would like 
to see here at Malmstrom, and there 
has been a very strong need for an 
indoor pool at Malmstrom for many 
years. Balfour Beatty was happy to 
meet that need with this new Com-
munity Center.”

According to Benski, there has 
been “an amazing response,” to the 
new community center, and the pool 
is a “favorite destination” for fami-
lies. The pool, which is 48 feet by 37 
feet, holds just over 53,000 gallons 
of water, and ranges in depth from 3 
feet to 5 feet. A powered accessible 
lift is available, providing access to 
the pool for those with physical limi-
tations or recovering from injuries. 

One of the interesting aspects of the pool is the use of a 
UV system, which provides “99.99 percent contaminant-free 
water with fewer chemicals than a system with just a sand 
filter,” according to Benski.

In addition to recreational swimming, water aerobics and 
water Zumba are offered. 

“I am really excited about it,” said Holly Kidwell, base resi-
dent and military spouse at the grand opening. “I think it will 
be great to have an indoor pool and group fitness classes. The 
northern tier bases need all the indoor facilities they can get.”

For those looking to get some physical activity outside 
the pool, the community center has a fitness center with two 
treadmills, two ellipticals and a rowing/cycling machine, and 
offers group exercise classes including Tabata, Zumba, Ab Blast, 
Boot Camp, Step Aerobics, Pilates, Yoga and Walking Group.

Some other popular areas in the community center include 
the theater room, which Benski said gets great use, and the 
multipurpose room, which is used to host activities and for 
families to rent for birthday parties. 

“We use the basketball court area to host our preschool 
exercise, and it’s one of our biggest activities in the basketball 
court,” she explained. “We also host an activity called cocoa 
corner. And the playground has two slides, child and baby 
swings, a car spring rider, a pull-up bar and two climbers 
(ladders).”

The Balfour Beatty staff continuously seeks to improve 
the quality of life for service members and their families, 
and the community center is one of the ways it supports the 
military community. 

“Balfour Beatty communities are a change from military 
housing, and we want to provide a place for the families to 
go and enjoy something that we can give back to them,” said 
Benski. “If you go outside the base and into communities that 
have apartment complexes or townhouses, you will see that 
they have centers and activities that bring people together. I 
think that even though we are on a military installation — and 
we have that closeness with everybody — it’s nice to have 
something that the families can come together and enjoy.”

The community center is the latest development of the five-
year initial development period at Malmstrom Family Hous-
ing. The Air Force and Balfour Beatty Communities entered 
into a partnership in March 2012 under the Military Housing 
Initiative of 1996, with a focus on the well-being and quality 
of life for military members and their families.� —GRF
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Malmstrom AFB family members, base leadership and Balfour 
Beatty Communities helped cut the ribbon at the grand opening 

of the new community center on May 5.
U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY CHRIS WILLIS

The new indoor pool is used for recreation 
and water aerobics, such as water Zumba. 
PHOTO BY RESIDENT SPECIALIST KENDRA FLUGGE



Malmstrom AFB hosted a Kids Fishing Day 
on June 6 to help kick off National Fishing 

and Boating Week. Malmstrom collaborated 
with Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks, and two 
local hatcheries to provide a fun-filled day and 
improve quality of life for military members 
and their dependents, all while encouraging 
appreciation of the area’s natural beauty.

The 341st Force Support Squadron and 
the 341st Civil Engineering Squadron joined 
forces to help children and parents gathered 
at Pow Wow Park celebrate Kids Fishing Day. 
Declared by Montana as a Free Fishing Day, 
those without fishing licenses were allowed 
to participate. 

“We wanted to let the kids fish; we love to 
fish and thought it was a great opportunity for 
them,” said Krista Spencer, whose daughter 
caught one of the largest fish of the day.

Adalyn Spencer, 6, daughter of Krista and 
Staff Sgt. Adam Spencer, 561st Network Op-
eration Squadron mission support analyst, 
caught the nearly seven-pound rainbow trout 

on a pink toy pole. 
“We will cook him up and have him for 

dinner,” said Adalyn.
To ensure there were plenty of fish to 

catch, the Lewistown Fish and Wildlife Service 
stocked the pond with 12 inch and larger 
trout, as well as three to five pound rainbow 
trout from the Ennis Hatchery.  Each person 
was allowed to catch two fish and have the 
fish weighed.

Other highlights included educational 
activity tents, grilled hot dogs and drinks. 
Tents included animal pelts brought by the 
341st Civil Engineering Squadron. Fish and 
Wildlife Offices set up an aquarium display, 
and rangers were on site to answer questions.

Planning for the event began in April and 
included more collaboration than years past 
in an effort to make this year’s Kids Fishing 
Day the best event possible.

“The turnout was spectacular, and we had 
the largest number of fish caught,” said 341st 
FSS Recreation Specialist Steve Surls. “We 

also received great giveaways this year. We 
would like to say thanks to all of the volunteers 
who helped make this year’s Kids Fishing Day 
a great success.”

With reporting by 2nd Lt. Annabel Monroe, 
341st Missile Wing Public Affairs 

Malmstrom Hosts 
Kids Fishing Day
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Adalyn Spencer, 6, on left, daughter of Krista 
and Staff Sgt. Adam Spencer, on right, caught 
a nearly seven-pound rainbow trout on a 
pink toy pole. The fish was caught during 
Kids Fishing Day, June 6, at Pow Wow 

Park, Malmstrom AFB, Mont. 
U.S. AIR FORCE PHOTO BY 2ND LT. ANNABEL 
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