
Whether it is high-tech gaming at the new Warrior 
Zone Recreation Center or the abundance of out-
door recreation opportunities available on post, 

the Family and Morale, Welfare and Recreation (FMWR) 
division at Fort Riley, Kan., offers the perfect combination of 
high-adrenaline and family-centric activities and programs.

FMWR continues to put an emphasis on providing rec-
reation programs, facilities, equipment and services to help 
soldiers and their families get the most out of what is avail-
able to them on post and in the surrounding areas, providing 
endless possibilities for those who love the great outdoors. 

“Outdoor recreation is an area that we have targeted to 
grow in the next few years,” explains Scott Scherberger, 
chief, Community Recreation Division. “We really see the 
need here, and the demand is growing. Our location is great 
if you are an outdoorsman, and we have incredible fishing, 
hunting, hiking, camping and adventure activities to choose 
from. We recognize this opportunity and we are trying to 
grow our business a bit and make people aware of what is avail-
able to them through FMWR.”

Fort Riley FMWR also excels in support of its wounded war-
rior community, and several recreation programmers have been to 
inclusive recreation training through Pennsylvania State University, 
the U.S. Paralympic Committee or both, learning specifics on 
how to include wounded warriors in activities or create programs 
that are specific to their needs, such as wheelchair basketball and 
sit-down volleyball. 

“FMWR on post has a benefits card that goes out to all of the 
wounded soldiers who are in the Warrior Transition Battalion,” 
notes Angelia Lentz, recreation program manager for the Outdoor 
Recreation Center. “The card offers discounts and free services at 
almost all of the FMWR facilities on post. For example, at 
the marina we offer free boat rentals with the card.”

New Projects
One of the ways that Fort Riley is breathing new life 

into its FMWR programs is by funding key improvement 
projects, including the addition of a new spray park at the 
main pool in June, renovating the post softball complex in 
2010, adding an indoor climbing wall to one of the fitness 
centers in 2011 and adding handicapped accessible play-
grounds throughout the main parks and the marina on post 
over the past few years.

The spray park is located next to the post’s main 50-meter 
pool at Custard Hill, with spray park equipment purchased 
from Water Odyssey/Fountain People. 

“The spray park is a nice addition to our main pool, which 
has a slide, baby pool, diving board and other amenities,” says 
Scherberger. “The spray park has been really popular with 
families, so we now have a nice destination spot in the summer.”

   Fort Riley Mixes 

High Adventure 
with Family Fun

Paintball is one of the 
most popular programs on 
post, and most requested 
by soldiers participating 
in the Warrior Adventure 

Quest (WAQ) program.

A soldier enjoys one on 
the many gaming stations 
at the new Warrior Zone 

Recreation Center.

Candy Fun Run for Halloween
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available for rental, including kayaks, canoes, pontoon boats, ski 
boats and more from Old Town, Johnson, Bayside and Lowe. 
Also available for rental is sporting and leisure equipment from 
Gopher and Power Systems; party and picnic equipment from 
ParknPool; tents and canopies from Celina Tent; inflatable party 
attractions from Ninja; specialty games from Twister Display; 
and paintball equipment from Tippmann. 

In addition to an outdoor climbing wall, the Outdoor Rec-
reation Center is home to a growing paintball program. 

“Paintball is one of most popular activities,” notes Lentz. 
“We have one large playing field, but in the spring of 2013 
we will add a new field to meet the demand. We have used a 
wide variety of settings for speedball and woodsball, as well 
as some scenario games and indoor paintball. We like to do a 
lot of themed events and scenario events, which are popular. 
We try and make it as challenging as possible to keep people 
engaged, and we order and upgrade our paintball equipment and 
obstacles yearly because of the great participation and demand.”

The post is also in the process of moving the Outdoor Rec-
reation Center to an area that will allow the program to expand, 
with a new paintball field and more space for the successful 
equipment rental program and some more storage space. 

HigH tecH, HigH AdveNture
With the opening of the Army’s first-ever Warrior Zone 

Recreation Center in 2011, soldiers on post now have a place 
to go for all their high-tech gaming needs. The Warrior Zone is 
the culmination of the Army’s vision to provide a new type of 
recreation center that caters to the needs of today’s technologi-
cally savvy service members. 

The state-of-the-art facility includes approximately $1 mil-
lion in high-tech equipment, including numerous gaming stations 
(Xbox and PlayStation) connected to 55-inch high-definition 
(HD) screens, Alienware gaming computers with more than 
500 games on each, as well as regular computers with Internet 
connection.

 “The Warrior Zone has been a huge success, and we are 
planning our one-year anniversary party,” notes Scherberger. 
“When you first walk into the place, you immediately notice 
what I call ‘the smile factor,’ as the place is always buzzing 
with activity and soldiers having fun. It is just a great thing for 
young single soldiers to go to and participate in these activities 
together. We are averaging approximately 550 people per day.

“They have a great lunch program there as well, and when 
I go there during that time, it is amazing to see how many sol-
diers are in there during their down time – playing pool, video 
games, using the movie theater room, etc.”

Located within the Warrior Zone is the Better Opportuni-
ties for Single Soldiers (BOSS) program, a vitally important 
program for single soldiers on post.

“Moving the BOSS program in there was a decision we 
made in hopes of giving the program more exposure, and it has 
turned out to be a really good thing because participation in 
the BOSS program has increased just from them being in the 
Warrior Zone,” notes Scherberger. “Right when you walk into 
the atrium area of the Warrior Zone, the BOSS program is the 
first door on the left, so soldiers can’t miss it when they come 
in the building. It is great because we get the word out about 
all of our recreation programs. It also helps the Warrior Zone 
too, because the manager of the Warrior Zone can work with 
the BOSS program manager to determine what kind of things 

FMWR also runs a program called Flicks and Floats, which 
allows soldiers and their families to come to the main pool on 
post to enjoy a movie. “They can float in the pool while they 
watch a movie on our giant inflatable screen, which is fun for 
the whole family,” notes Scherberger. 

The movie system and screen, purchased from Open Air 
Cinema, can also be set up in any of the park’s main posts for 
movies, video game tournaments or events and functions. 

Another way FMWR is showing its commitment to families 
is by adding handicapped-accessible playgrounds to each of the 
three main parks on post, as well as one at the popular marina. 

The post worked closely with Landscape Structures, Inc., to 
provide age-appropriate playgrounds that are fully accessible 
to children of all abilities. 

“With the addition of the new accessible playgrounds at 
our main parks and marina, families have more opportunities 
to get out and be active,” says Lentz. “The parks are perfect 
for picnics and gatherings as well, with several pavilions, shade 
structures and trails available, as well as a variety of activities 
for soldiers and their families.” 

Scherberger points out that disc golf was recently added to 
the post’s largest park, adding another fun activity that can be 
enjoyed by the entire family. 

“We worked closely with a group of players from Fort Riley 
who play quite a bit of disc golf,” he explains. “They came to 
us and asked if they could put a course into a park setting and 
make it more accessible and friendly to the people who play 
and participate in the program. It was a win-win for us because 
many more people go to the parks than where the course was 
originally set up, so by moving it into the park setting it has 
gotten much more use and exposure.”

outdoor recreAtioN ceNter
The Outdoor Recreation Center is the main hub on post for 

all things recreation, and houses the equipment rental program 
that offers everything from camping, hiking and climbing gear 
to boat rentals, sporting gear and party supplies. 

“We offer anything that you may need for a day or weekend 
outside – campers, tents, GPS units, party supplies, inflatable 
play structures – you name it,” says Lentz. 

In the area of camping and hiking, a variety of equipment is 
available from Coleman, Mountain and Big Agnes, as well as 
cooking equipment from Belson Outdoors. Numerous boats are 
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SCUBA training in the pool. 



Riley is developing primitive camping sites at the Marina, which 
Lentz said should be available by May of 2013. 

“We host events at the marina, such as our summer season 
kick-off called the Fort Riley Marina Fun in the Sun Day, where 
we offer soldiers and their families free boat rides and family 
activities,” she says.

With so much to do outside, FMWR has been putting greater 
emphasis on reaching out to soldiers and family members.

“I think outdoor recreation is the key to providing a healthy 
and active community, and is also key in the physical resiliency 
of soldiers, as keeping them fit and active is very important,” 
notes Lentz. “As more and more of our lives become sedentary 
I think it is important to get people up and moving and out-
doors and enjoying nature and the natural world around them. 
Outdoor recreation also has social and emotional benefits as 
well, as it not only gets you out and moving, but also helps to 
reduce stress levels, and lots of studies have shown that it also 
increases and improves productivity levels. I think the more 
we encourage outdoor-recreation activities, the more we will 
see of those benefits.”

“When you participate in a recreation program with your 
family, it makes you feel closer with your family,” adds Scher-
berger. “And we offer a lot of skill-building classes and programs 
where you can learn a new skill and then be able to continue 
that activity as a family. I was an Army dependent. My father 
was in the Army for 23 years and I grew up on Army installa-
tions and participated in a lot of Army sports. I started playing 
soccer when I was a kid and I still play it today. The kind of 
things we are doing will stick with people their whole lives.” 
        —GRF

these guys are looking for.”
Another vitally important program for soldiers is Warrior 

Adventure Quest (WAQ), which provides high-adrenaline activi-
ties for soldiers who are in the redeployment cycle.

“The WAQ program has been very well-received on post,” 
notes Lentz. “The program has been very successful, and we 
do work with the soldiers to make sure it is getting as much 
utilization as possible. Our goal is to make sure that every 
soldier during the redeployment cycle is given the opportunity 
to utilize the program.”

WAQ activities include paintball, rock-wall climbing, ATV/
off-road adventures, skeet and trap, skiing and snowboarding. 

“By far, our most popular and most requested WAQ activity 
is paintball,” notes Lentz. “Our program coordinator has done 
a really good job of making the paintball program a really fun 
and exciting opportunity for the soldiers, and has focused hard 
to make sure that teamwork is emphasized, so it really does turn 
out to be a great teambuilding activity.” 

In addition to the paintball field, the post has a 243-acre ATV 

and dirt bike riding area where soldiers, family members and 
Department of Defense (DoD) civilians can ride and enjoy the 
natural surroundings on post while experiencing high-adventure 
activities. 

tHe greAt outdoors
Fort Riley is home to many wildlife species, providing nu-

merous hunting and fishing opportunities. 
“That is something that you hear quite a bit from soldiers – 

the great opportunities available right here on post,” says Lentz. 
“The Fort Riley Outdoorsman Group (FROG) runs many activi-
ties and events, such as youth turkey and deer hunts, fishing 
derbies and hunter education sessions.” 

Moon Lake, one of the larger parks on post, has a pond, 
group pavilions, a playground and other amenities, and is great 
for everything from fishing to family picnics. The post also has 
approximately 25 other small ponds that are good for fishing. 

The Fort Riley Marina, reestablished in 2008, is located out 
at Milford Lake, a short distance off post.

“Milford Lake has a lot of species of game fish – striped 
bass, catfish, wipers and a ton of others,” she points out. “The 
lake has 15,000 surface acres – the largest lake in the state – so 
we are really fortunate to have that so close to post.”

In addition to the watercraft and boat rentals available, Fort 
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FMWR hosts many competitions, including mini 
triathlons as well as family-friendly events.

Family fun day activities.

The Outdoor Recreation Center equipment 
rental program has everything one might need 
for a day or weekend in the great outdoors.




