
base housing built in 1958. 
“It really is a well-deserved project that was needed and 

vitally important for our guests and the military,” noted Rec-
reation Facility Manager Katie Powell, who has been work-
ing at the recreation area for more than 20 years, five of 
those as manager. “The response has been great. We were at 
100 percent occupancy over this past Thanksgiving holiday, 
and 90 percent occupied over the Christmas and New Year’s 
holidays, so we see more usage and occupancy rates already. 
We hope to increase our shoulder season, and we do want to 
increase the level of satisfaction from our guests, and these 

new facilities help us tremendously in 
achieving that goal.” 

In addition to the new guest cot-
tages, the recreation area offers an on-
site Beach House Bar & Grill and a 
recreation center, which offers various 
programs, rental equipment, a swimming 
pool, ping pong, a pool table and many 
indoor activities. Fort Fisher also has 15 
mobile homes, 25 recreational vehicle 
(RV) sites and tent camping space.

It is available to active-duty mili-
tary, reservists, National Guard, Coast 
Guard, retired military, DoD civilians 
and 100-percent disabled veterans with 
DoD ID card. Powell pointed out that 
many guests come for the surf and pier 
fishing, and take advantage of the large 
uncrowded beaches. Nearby points of 
interest include the NC Aquarium and 

Known as one of the military’s “best kept secrets” for 
R&R, the Fort Fisher Air Force Recreation Area at Kure 
Beach, N.C., provides a great vacation destination for 

military families. Located on Pleasure Island, between the 
Cape Fear River and the Atlantic Ocean, Fort Fisher recently 
completed upgrades to the recreation area’s lodging accom-
modations, providing yet another reason for military guests 
to visit each year. 

The $11.4 million nonappropriated fund (NAF) project, 
which was completed in October, included the construction 
of 36 new rental cottages, replacing 18 units that were old 

Best Kept Secret for R&R
Fort Fisher AF Recreation Area Completes Major Upgrade Project

Fort Fisher Air Force Recreation Area 
at Kure Beach, N.C., recently added 

36 new cottages for rental.

A duplex rental unit at Fort Fisher 
Air Force Recreation Area.
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Paramount; furniture from Flexsteel and Thomasville; covers 
and bed skirts from Thomas W. Raftery, Inc.; lighting from 
Coronet; and washers and dryers from Intirion Corp. An on-
site coin-operated laundry facility has equipment from Babco 
Int’l, Gill Mktg., and Mustang Enterprises. 

Each of the new units provides all of the basic comforts 
of home. The one-bedroom unit has one bathroom, while 
the three- and four-bedroom units have two full baths. Each 
unit has a television, all linens, bath towels and basic kitch-
enware. The three-bedroom units have a washer and dryer in 
the unit, and a laundry facility is available for the one- and 
four-bedroom units.  

Guests staying at the new units are just a short walk from 
the recreation center, the outdoor swimming pool, and the 
Beach House Bar & Grill. 

The recreation center, or rec hall,  has something to offer 
every member of the family, including a game room, weight/
cardio room, and outdoor sports areas, including a tennis court, 
a sand volleyball court, and a basketball court. All equipment 
for sporting activities can be checked out from the customer 
service counter. The center also offers a variety of rental items, 
including beach umbrellas/chairs, boogie boards and fishing 
poles, as well as rental/program equipment for boating and 
water sport activities, including canoes, kayaks, surfboards 
and paddleboats. The facility also offers a variety of programs, 
such as scheduled river trips, private lessons and more. Guests 
can also take advantage of a shallow draft boat launching ramp 
and nearby public beach access, as well as a scenic outdoor 
primitive camping site that overlooks the Cape Fear River.  

Located beside the Rec Hall are the outdoor swimming 
pool and the Beach House Bar & Grill, which features a deck 

the Ft. Fisher Civil War Museum. 
As such an ideal spot for recreation, Fort Fisher has trans-

formed quite a bit from the late 1950s — when the property 
was used by the Air Force for a radar station — to 1988, when it 
became a recreation area, to all that is available today, including 
36 new picturesque four-, three- and one-bedroom cottages. 

“The older units that were on site were the original base 
housing for the installation, and they were not energy efficient; 
and the cost to repair them was getting increasingly higher 
every year,” explained Powell. “So, it was a much-needed 
project for our guests who stay here. Of those 36 new units, 
we have 12 that are one-bedroom units, 16 that are three-
bedroom units, and 8 that are four-bedroom units.”

The design project, which began several years ago, was led 
by Lee and Sakahara Architects, and completed by Tatitlek, 
the construction company that won the bid for the project. The 
Army Corps of Engineers monitored the project for the Air 
Force. The LEED-certified project utilized energy-efficient 
materials, such as SIT panels. In addition, all utility and power 
lines were put underground, which was a requirement for this 
project, according to Powell.  

Another important aspect of the project was the purchase of 
all-new furniture, and the creation of a new décor and look for 
the new lodging facilities. “We purchased more commercial-
grade furniture than we have had in the past, with a more 
pastel-colored or lighter-colored décor than we have had in the 
past. In total, we purchased $512,000 worth of new furnishings 
from a variety of vendors through the various AFNAFPO [Air 
Force Nonappropriated Fund Office] contracts.” 

Larger case goods (dressers, TV stands, dining room table, 
etc.) were purchased through Lakewood Mfg.; bedding from 

The new living room/kitchen 
areas feature all new furniture, 

fixtures and equipment.
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& Pelican (Rivermarsh Building), and Rivermarsh Landing 
Rooms, which feature one bedroom, a fold-out sofa sleeper, 
one full bath, a television, all linens and bath towels and a 
common kitchen/living room area with the adjoining rooms. 
No children under the age of 12 are allowed.

The Lodge Room is also available, and has one full-size 
bed and a bathroom, which is shared with the adjacent room, 
a television with cable, local access telephone, Internet con-
nection, a small refrigerator, coffee pot and vanity with sink. 

An on-site RV/Fam Camp offers a concrete pad site for 
RVs, and offers water, sewer, electric  and cable TV.  The RV 
Campsite area provides a bath house with a washer and dryer.  

Heading into the spring/summer season, Powell said that 
she is very happy with how the project turned out, and noted, 
“We are looking to continue to upgrade Fort Fisher for our 
guests, so we can continue to provide a vacation place for 
the military.”

She pointed out that for those looking at vacation plans, 
Fort Fisher is already booking for the spring and summer. 
Currently, Seymour Johnson AFB, N.C., personnel can book 
up to 6 months in advance, and all other active-duty can 
book up to 5 months in advance. For those looking to get 
away in February, the recreation area is currently offering a 
“stay two nights and get the third night free” promotion that 
ends Feb. 28th. 

“We look forward to a busy year ahead,” said Powell. 
 —MCH

overlooking the scenic Cape Fear River. In addition to the busy 
summer season, the Beach House Bar & Grill facility is also 
available in the off season for special functions, gatherings 
and occasions, noted Powell. 

“During the summer, the on-site Beach House Bar & Grill 
is very busy, and in the off season it is available for events, 
such as weddings and family reunions, for example,” she said. 
“And we also have a program department and a recreation 
hall and swimming pool that is very active during the summer 
months. With an expected increase in occupancy and use of 
facilities, we will be doing some minor adjustments in-house, 
as we have close to 50 employees during the summer season, 
so we are a very large operation to keep running smoothly.”

Although the project is complete, Powell pointed out that 
there are another nine cottages that are older, built in 1958, 
that are in need of replacing as well. “We are requesting to 
carry on this project to replace these older cottages with a 
similar design and look of the other 36 that we completed,” 
she noted. “We also have 15 mobile homes on site, and we are 
working with the Air Force to replace those as well. And we 
just finished a new laundry facility with our Civil Engineering 
and SABER contractor.”

Currently, the mobile homes provide the basic comforts of 
home, featuring three bedrooms, two full baths, a television 
with cable, all linens, bath towels and basic kitchenware, as 
well as a washer and dryer.

In addition to the new cottages and the mobile homes, there 
are additional rental units available, including the Seagull 

Recreation opportunities abound at the 
Fort Fisher Air Force Recreation Area. 
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