
of pride and accomplishment,” Erdlitz said 
of the program. “The books are carefully 
chosen for their content, literary value 
and illustrations. This book beautifully 
illustrates how children cope in the ab-
sence of a parent and yet continue to stay 
connected during the separation. I know 
this is a topic that most of the families 
will have dealt with at some point in their 
military service.”

Along with McRae, members of the 
base’s Center Library were in attendance to 
read stories to children. After the garrison 
commander read to the children, the Cen-
ter Library read the story “Cloudy With a 
Chance of Meatballs,” followed by a show-
ing of the movie of the same title, which 
Brian Jackson, DFMWR program man-
ager, said provided a unique experience. 

“The movies provided by [the post 
exchange] were a huge hit and children 
loved the story readings by Col. McRae,” 
said Erdlitz. “We had a great turnout with 
the cool fall weather, and it was perfect for 
campfires, s’mores and tons of family fun. 
The event provided the perfect opportunity 
to enjoy quality family time.”

“Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs,” 
along with “How to Train Your Dragon,” 
were shown on outdoor screens. Other 
activities included an assortment of giant-
sized games; an inflatable boxing ring; a 
teen kickball game; 4H Family activities 
and more.

Some of the games were provided by 

Better Opportunities for Single Soldiers 
(BOSS) and included Tic-Tac-Toe and 
Kerplunk in scaled-up versions for fami-
lies to take part in. Children were also 
able to get their face painted or take part 
in the child, youth and school services’ 
scavenger hunt. 

“The scavenger hunt was called ‘Skulls 
and Tails,’” said Jackson. “There were dif-
ferent taxidermy animals that were put in 
and around the forest line, and the children 
had to find them and figure out the type 
of animals they were.”

DFMWR teamed up with other organi-
zations on Fort Rucker, as well as the Boy 
Scouts of America’s Troop 50, to put on 
the event for military families, according 
to Jackson. 

The idea for an event of this type came 
directly from feedback DFMWR gets from 
the community on the installation, and a 
camping event is something that Jackson 
said families were interested in.

“Every year or two we do a needs as-
sessment survey, and one of the top five 
events out of 20 programs was a camp 
out,” he said. “Last year was our first time 
putting on a camp out, but it was unfor-
tunately rained out. There was still a lot 
of interest, so we wanted to make sure we 
did it again this year and we had a perfect 
night for it.”

Some information for this article pro-
vided by the Army Flier, Fort Rucker’s base 
newspaper. —MCH

A s part of the November “Month of 
the Military Family,” Fort Rucker in 

Alabama, offered some free family fun 
with a “Camping Under the Stars” event 
at Lake Tholocco’s West Beach.

“We thought a family camp-out event 
would be a great way to bring families 
together and give kids memories that will 
last a lifetime,” said Janice Erdlitz, Di-
rectorate of Family, Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation (DFMWR) marketing director. 
“This is just one way DFMWR would like 
to say ‘thank you’ to our military families 
for ... their service to our country.” 

While camping was in the title, people 
did not have to stay the night to take part 
in the event. Those who did were offered 
free usage of tents. Families only needed 
to bring blankets, sleeping bags and their 
own tent if they chose to. 

The event, which attracted more than 
150 soldiers and family members, featured 
a number of family activities, camping, 
two movies and a book reading by Col. 
Stuart J. McRae, USA, garrison com-
mander.

McRae spoke as part of the Tell Me A 
Story program. He read “While You Are 
Away,” by Eileen Spinelli, a book geared 
for children ages 4-12 that helps them deal 
with their feelings connected to a parent’s 
deployment.

“Using literature and their own stories 
helps to foster skills for resilience, strong 
peer and parent connections, and a sense 

Fort Rucker Families
Camp Under the Stars

Col. Stuart J. McRae, USA, 
Fort Rucker garrison com-

mander, reads a story to 
children at the Camping 

Under the Stars event at Lake 
Tholocco’s West Beach.
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