
Canopies have come a long way since their invention in 
1983, from chrome-plated steel to powder-coated steel 

and aluminum. 
Now, the first canopy frames made with nylon and carbon 

fiber composites are available for the Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation (MWR) community. With these new carbon nylon 
frames, canopies are getting better and stronger.

Ian McIntosh, director of General Services Administration 
(GSA) contracting at KD Kanopy, said that the company’s 
new canopy, the Monarch, fixes a lot of problems that people 
have had with canopies throughout the years, since the carbon 
fiber is four times stronger than aluminum. With 10 times the 
breaking threshold, the new canopy is also built to take abuse. 

“Due to the fact that aluminum and steel, when bent, be-
come weaker and pretty much useless, this new material will 
bend and snap back into place once the pressure is removed,” 
he explained. “Now, it is by no means indestructible, and un-
der testing at extreme pressure, the bars did snap. But at that 
point, no one would want to be under the canopy or out in that 
kind of weather.”  

New twist pins and easy snap legs end the frustration of 

Celina Tent, a manufacturer and distributor of event equip-
ment, has been involved in several Morale, Welfare and 

Recreation (MWR) projects at a number of bases around the 
world. 

“The most exciting jobs showcase our printing capabili-
ties,” said Jill Roy, administration manager at Celina Tent. 
“One base is considering the purchase of printed back walls 
for its existing Celina Classic Frame Tents. The printed walls 
will serve as seasonal backdrops at MWR events. 

“Military families can have their photos taken with the 
Easter bunny in front of the backdrop. Other designed seasonal 
backdrops are for fall celebrations and Christmas parties.” 

Various bases are also purchasing Celina’s printed 
Fast Shade pop-up-style tents. 

“One of our customers purchased the tent 
with its MWR logo, and it is used 
during a Family Day for De-
layed Entry Program 
(inactive reserve 
status) members,” 
Roy said. “These 
tents are just right 
for spreading your 
brand message. 
These tents  are 
easily deployed 
and even simpler 
to store. Our dye 
sublimation print-

trying to push in a button, or struggling with a canopy when 
organizing an outdoor event. Plus, the frame weighs only 39 
pounds, and with an included wheel bag, it is one of the light-
est and easiest canopies on the market, McIntosh added. 

The canopy also features a new high resolution and weath-
er-treated digital graphics. “You will have a tent that looks 
great, lasts longer and is not much more than the premium 
canopies on the market today,” he noted.

ing process allows full digital logos to be applied inexpen-
sively to any Fast Shade tent top, back wall, rail curtains or 
table covers.” 

Another recent purchase was a 30-foot-by-30-foot Master 
Frame Tent used to hold merchandise sold outside the Navy 
Exchange (NEX) at NAS Pensacola, Fla. 

“This is the perfect tent for this application because of 
the unique anchoring system,” Roy explained. “The tent top 
is cinched onto the frame and anchored with special base 
plates, and the stakes do not have to be guyed out from the 
tent. This virtually eliminates trip hazards and reduces the 
footprint of the tent. It is perfect for a temporary storefront, 

dining area or ceremonial tent.” 
In addition to tents, other “valuable” items in 

the MWR rental inventory include tables and 
chairs. Roy noted that Celina provides 

a variety of party and event 
equipment for the tent 
rental industry. 

“We can most 
certainly support 
your needs,” she 
said. “Celina Tent 
has the flexibility to 
manufacture tents to 
your exact specifica-
tions, or we can ship 
from our expansive 
inventory.” 

New Canopy Material

Supporting MWR Events 
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Engineered 
Tents 

With stricter tent codes, engineered tents are 
more likely to be required for public events, 

even if the tents are small. 
Economy Tent International, a tent manufac-

turer based out of Miami, Fla., can attest to the 
increase in demand for engineered tents. President 
Hal Lapping said that the company handles almost 
three times as many requests for engineering data 
than it did just a few years ago.

“An engineered tent provides components that 
all work together and are designed to handle loads 
as they are transferred through the system,” he said. 

In addition, the precise measurements that give engineered 
tents strength also provide uniformity that keeps the tent cov-
ers looking taut and smooth. 

TRio FRaME SySTEM
Economy Tent’s cornerstone product – the Trio frame sys-

tem – offers a versatile engineered tent in three stylish cover 
designs and a wide choice of color options. 

These small-to-medium-sized tents are available in stan-
dard 10-foot, 15-foot and 20-foot widths, and whether used 
alone or in groups, they are ideal for just about any type of 
event. 

With engineered tents, ease of installation can become a 
major issue. The Trio’s 6005 T-6 anodized marine aluminum 
frame is not only engineered for strength, it is also easy to 
install. 

Trio frames employ a failsafe, steel snap button assembly 
and a legs telescope down to five feet for easy installation of 
the tent cover and other accessories. The tubing has color-cod-
ed end caps for instant length identification, and all the fittings 
are durable cast aluminum. 

The three cover styles of the Trio system give tent renters 
choice and versatility. From the scalloped-edged Traditional 
to the sleek-looking Tension, or the smooth upward curves 
of the High-Peak, there is a 
tent look that will be suitable 
for any Morale, Welfare and 
Recreation (MWR) event. The 
heavy-duty, 18-ounce lacquer-
coated blackout vinyl covers 
are available in 10 solid colors 
and four stripe patterns, or they 
can be custom printed.

Sliding SidEwall 
SySTEM 

As an accessory for the 
Trio and other tent systems, 
Economy Tent has developed 
an innovative system for han-
dling tent sidewalls called the 
Slidewall Trac System. 

Until now there was no 

frame tent system for sliding sidewalls. Sidewalls could only 
be installed along the tent cover roping, and then when not 
needed, would have to be entirely removed. 

Now with the Slidewall Trac System, there is no need to 
totally remove the sidewall when it is not needed. Plus, when 
open, the sidewall can easily be held in place to the tent leg 
with an adjustable tieback.

The Slidewall Trac System, which comes in 10-foot and 
15-foot lengths, can be attached to almost any tent system in 
minutes by hanging the track from the tent frame side bars 
inside the tent cover. 

The system incorporates rolling track hangers that glide 
inside the track, with the standard sidewall snap hooks simply 
clipping to the track hangers. As a result, the sidewall is now 
able to slide from side to side.
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MWR Structures 
In Action

Aztec Tents (GSA Contract #GS-07F-0331N), a manu-
facturer of tents, canopies and semi-permanent fabric 

structures, features its Maxibeam structure that, according to 
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The Maxibeam structure can be installed on nearly any 
surface/soil without the use of foundations. Many optional 
items are available with the Maxibeam line of structures, in-
cluding personnel doors, maintenance doors, window panels, 
removable filler panels, custom fabrics, digital- and screen-
printed artwork and skylight panels. 

“We understand that needs change from base to base, and 
our modular structures are built to be utilized in a wide variety 
of applications,” said Eric O’Keefe, special projects manager 
at Aztec Tents. “With our diverse product line, we have suc-
cessfully been able to accommodate such facilities as bowling 
centers, conference centers, large pools, golf courses, fitness 
centers, restaurants and multi-purpose facilities for special 
events.”  

One recent example of the Maxibeam in action took place 
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, Wash., where the company 
provided a 14,000-square-foot structure specifically for MWR 
events. The base uses the structure for a wide range of events, 
including holiday parties, Oktoberfest, briefings and change-
of-command ceremonies. 

“The structure allows me to plan and execute these events 
without having to worry about the proper space or capability 
to get it done,” said Janet Foster, general business manager at 
Joint Base Lewis-McChord. “With the wet weather we have 
here, it is critical for what we do to have a permanent facility 
like this to hold our events.”

—MCH

the company, is a great example of how to achieve quick, easy 
and cost-effective solutions to all semi-permanent or perma-
nent Morale, Welfare and Recreation (MWR) needs. 

Constructed of an aluminum substructure and a PDF-lami-
nated/coated fabric membrane, these structures are engineered 
for ASCE 7-05 90-miles-per-hour three-second gust exposure 
“C,” with options to meet nearly any wind requirement. In-
stallation times range from 10,000-15,000 square feet per day. 

The Maxibeam Clearspan Fabric Structure features a de-
sign with no interior poles to allow for the best use of space. 
The design consists of a series of aluminum beams rotated and 
held into position by the use of lateral purlins. The fabric of 
the structure slides through a track in the extruded beam and is 
highly tensioned to achieve superior performance for seasonal 
applications. 

The Maxibeam design allows for extreme loading needed 
for permanent and long-term applications. It is available in 
widths of 60, 80, 100 and 120 feet and is expandable in modu-
lar bays in 10-, 15- and 20-foot increments. The basic design 
of any structure includes a series of beam arches which are 
spread 20 feet on center and connected to each neighboring 
beam with purlins. 

Cross-bracing cables are used in strategic locations to pro-
vide rigidity to the building. The ends of most structures are 
flat with vertical aluminum components to create the shape, 
however sloped, and recessed and rounded ends are also 
available. The fabric of the structure slides through a track on 
the extruded aluminum beam that allows for a “drum-tight” 
appearance once installed and tensioned.  
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