
The Hooper Bowling Center at Fort Campbell, Ky., has 
benefitted from recent upgrades as part of a continuing 

multi-phase renovation project that is helping the quality-of-
life facility stay at the top of its game. The facility upgrades, 
as well as the addition of new bowling programs and promo-
tions, are tailored to give the entire Fort Campbell community 
a bowling center that bowlers will continue to want to come 
to for unit functions, children’s parties, leagues or just a fun 
game any time of the day. 

“We are here to take care of the soldiers, and make ev-
erybody happy,” said FMWR Business Operations Division 
Chief Jody Petty. “And we really listen to and value their input, 
comments and suggestions in our overall plan as we improve 
the look and feel of the bowling center.”

As part of a master plan to provide a more inviting and 
visually appealing décor for bowlers, Fort Campbell worked 
with Brunswick Bowling to replace the old furniture, down in 
the pit area in and around the lanes. The project also included 
new flooring in the pit area, and new tables and chairs on the 
backside seating areas looking down on the pit area. 

“The furniture was old, and we replaced all of the masking 
units on both the 24-lane classic side (lanes 9-32), and on the 
cosmic bowling side (lanes 1-8), which is also the birthday 
party room, where we do more than 500 birthdays per year,” 
Petty explained. “We also updated that party room area, lanes 
1-8, and that is really nice now. It was cluttered before, but 
now it is more open and has very nice modular furniture from 
Brunswick. We have the curved couches with the coffee tables, 
and on the backside we have countertops with bar stools. It 
is really nice, and that project came out great.”

Two large drop-down TV screens were added, one for lanes 
1-2 and one for lanes 7-8. “If someone wants to have a unit 
party or gathering or corporate function in there on a Saturday 
when there is college football, for example, they can watch 
the games while they play,” he explained. “We can also put 
whatever they want on the TVs — music videos, for example.” 

The bowling center also uses the Vector Scoring and Man-
agement System from Brunswick. 

Before Fort Campbell began with the furniture and other 
upgrades to décor, it worked with Brunswick to redo all of 
the lanes, as well as the covers for the ball returns. Overall, 
Petty said, they tried to create a more vibrant, eye-catching 
theme than what they had in the past — one that matched the 
color-scheme of the new furniture from Brunswick. 

“We went from a grayish and white color on the furniture 
to tabletops that are a purple/violet color that glow in the dark 
and really pop,” he explained. “The new tables are rectangular, 
not the standard round or oval table. The masking units from 
lanes 9-32 have one type of color scheme (rainbow-looking 
theme), and then on the other side, for lanes 1-8, we did the 
same thing, but on the backside of each of those units we did 
a different scene, so we can have the entire bowling center 
look the same, or you can have that one area with its own 
scene/theme. Our goal when we are done is to have it so when 
people walk in they get that ‘wow’ factor, and it really grabs 
their attention.” 

To complete upgrades on the classic side, lanes 9-32, wall-
paper and soundproofing carpet will be replaced to be more 

in line with the 
rest of the fa-
cility, as well as 
new wallpaper 
for other parts of the facility, which includes the snack bar. 
“We are going to put new wallpaper up, new carpet,  install 
a new front desk/counter and redo the bathrooms, as well as 
the snack bar area,” noted Petty.  

Petty pointed out that the Hooper Bowling Center snack 
bar is very popular, and he looks forward to creating more 
of an identity for the space. “We serve very good food, and 
we are packed around lunchtime every day. We don’t have 
the Strike Zone, so we have our own Hooper Bowling Center 
food, and one of the things that we are going to do when we 
redo the snack bar is give it a name — Hooper’s.” 

In addition to the ongoing facility upgrades, Fort Camp-
bell also recently hired a new bowling center manager, Mike 
Freund, from San Antonio, Texas, to help build up an already 
strong program. “He started over the summer, and has been in 
bowling his whole life, as his family owned a bowling center,” 
said Petty. “He is also a certified mechanic, which is great. 
In the area of programming and facilities, we are looking to 
blow our competition away outside the gate.”

One of the first programs Freund started is “penny a pin” 
bowling on Sunday, which is popular and “really packs the 
house on Sundays,” said Petty. 

Freund and pro shop manager Roy Spicer also started up 
a Friday-night summer league, which “gets good participa-
tion,” noted Petty. “There is a perception that you can’t get 
on post, and although it is not as easy as it used to be, if you 
are in a league, you can get on post.” 

Birthday parties are also very popular, and the Hooper 
Bowling Center has tried to make the experience a special 
one for children and parents. 

“We have a great party package for the kids, and we provide 
all of the party supplies and decorations, allow them to bring 
in their own cake, which is important for a lot of families,” 
Petty explained. “We also give the birthday person a special 
bowling pin that is designed specifically for bowling birthday 
parties. We attach balloons to it, and all of their friends get 
to sign the bowling pin, and then they get to take that pin 
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The Hooper Bowling Center at Fort Campbell 
updated its lanes, furniture and décor, as part 
of an ongoing multi-phase renovation project. 
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home with them. The birthday person also gets a coupon for 
a free bowling game.”

The facility has bumpers for the kids and instead of stain-
less-steel ramps to help kids or those with physical limitations 
to bowl, Fort Campbell bought some ramps shaped as dragons, 
“which the kids love, and they get good usage,” noted Petty.

The party room is often used for unit functions and bowling 
parties for soldiers, and for Family Readiness Group (FRG) 
meetings or Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) 
functions or outings, he noted.   —MCH
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